
EUROPEAN FILM DIRECTORS CONFERENCE IN DUBLIN CALLS FOR
A STRONGER IMPLEMENTATION OF THEIR RIGHTS

Prominent conference delegates issue statement calling on urgent action

Brussels, June 2, 2008 A high-profile international conference held in Dublin this weekend
attended by over 60 film and television directors from across Europe, has strongly criticised the
lack of implementation of their rights throughout European countries, and has called on urgent
establishment of strong, enforceable legislation to address the situation. Impacting on these rights
are the issues of the illegal downloading of films from the internet, and the exploitation of authors’
works without proper payment. Hosted by the Screen Directors Guild of Ireland (SDGI), the
conference welcomed the General Assembly of the Federation of European Film and Television
Directors (FERA) to Dublin for the first time ever.

“While the new digital era represents an exciting opportunity for European film directors to reach a
larger audience, these are two serious challenges to the creative community, and will have a
profound effect on the film industry in Ireland and right across Europe if not addressed
immediately”, commented Cécile Despringre Chief Executive Officer of FERA on the final day of
the conference.

“Our vision in FERA is to represent directors in a very constructive way, not only for what we are
and what we aspire to be, but also to enable us to embrace the new media, the new ways of
expression and new ways for us to reach our audiences. European filmmaking is like being in a
tiny vessel facing huge tankers in a stormy sea” said Liv Ullmann stepping down after five years
serving FERA as President. To which, Neil Jordan added “that the very kind of films that make
cinema an art are harder to make and see than ever before.”

This conference focused on important initiatives and common concerns for European directors
such as creative and economic challenges that European directors face today, new technology
and the impact this has on the creative process and European legislation and the regulation of
films online.

The rapid progression of developments in new media and their potential impact on directors is
cause for concern, and as such formed a key topic of discussion at the AGM. The implications of
European legislation (existing and impending) on new technology are significant for the
filmmaking community in all its variety, and ultimately for the public who engage with these
artforms. The creative and artistic elements of the media industry will be impacted upon
significantly by the legislation in question, and this topic was a focus of the AGM. SDGI hopes
that this conference will highlight areas in which Irish institutions could respond better to this vital
cultural debate at a European level, and raise awareness of areas where Ireland is not currently
implementing existing European legislation.

Delegates and guests at this distinguished event included renowned director and actress Liv
Ullmann, who introduced a special screening of her filmFaithless on Friday evening. The



screening was followed by a “director in dialogue” session where the director discussed her work
with Academy Award winner Neil Jordan.

FERA (Fédération Européenne des Réalisateurs de l’Audiovisuel / Federation of European Film
and Television Directors) was established in Venice in 1980 and now represents 33 national
associations in European countries. FERA focuses on relaying the concerns of directors onto the
European political scene in order to promote a European environment fostering creation and
circulation of European works. FERA defends the art and craft, and the creative and economic
rights of the director, as essential to the diversity of European audiovisual culture.

The FERA General Assembly elected István Szabó as its new President and renewed three
members of the Executive Committee out of seven. The following final declaration was adopted:

“Meeting in Dublin, the city where James Joyce opened the first Irish cinema, European Directors
reflect on the fragile nature of film distribution 104 years later. James Joyce’s cinema went dark;
we do not want the same thing to happen to European film culture.

“European filmmaking is like being in a tiny vessel facing huge tankers in a stormy sea” said Liv
Ullmann stepping down after five years serving FERA as President. To which, Neil Jordan added,
after screening “Faithless” her film based on Ingmar Bergman’s script, “the very kind of films that
make cinema an art are harder to make and see than ever before.”

The new digital era represents an exciting opportunity for European film directors to reach a
larger audience. However, there are two challenges to the creative community: illegal
downloading of films and the exploitation of authors’ works without proper payment.

“We need partners, not foes” as István Szabó said in his acceptance speech as new President.

We therefore call on EU and national authorities to establish a strong, enforceable level of
protection of authors’ rights throughout European countries. We encourage them to be as
visionary, innovative and bold as James Joyce in embracing new technologies in the best interest
of European film artists and their audience.”
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