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Following the FERA General Assembly in Graz, Austria, last March, where a new
Executive Committee was elected and Mrs. Liv Ullmann was confirmed as its
President, the European Federation of Film Directors (FERA) has taken a fresh
approach to its policy and agenda. A new CEO, Cécile Despringre, former legal
advisor to FERA, has been appointed with the mission to restructure FERA’
administration and communication with the directors’ associations that are members,
to improve FERA’s image and to enhance political activities on a European wide
front.

The Executive Committee of FERA has identified three issues of priority for 2006: the
drafting of the new Directive on Audiovisual Media Services, the concrete
implementation of the Media Programme for 2007-2013 and the development of film
online to the benefit of European films.

Draft Directive on Audiovisual Media Services
FERA will pay very close attention to the interests of the creative community and the
European audiovisual works in the current discussions in the Council and the
European Parliament on the revision of the “Television Without Frontiers” Directive. A
staunch supporter of the extension of the scope of the directive in order to cover non
linear audiovisual services such as video on demand, FERA is demanding clear rules
to ensure that these new services actively promote and support European
audiovisual works.

Media Programme
The European Media programme that supports development, distribution and
promotion of European films is of paramount importance for the European film-
makers. In the framework of the limited budget recently decided by the Member
States of the European Union (755 millions euros), FERA would like assurance that
the programme is focusing on the real needs of the sector in particular the digital
revolution and attributes to the directors the rightful central role as the primary creator
of audiovisual works.

About FERA
FERA is a network of over thirty European directors’ organisations lobbying on issues
of major importance in the creation and promotion of audiovisual works. FERA’s
mission is to enhance the recognition of the cultural significance of audiovisual works
and to defend their integrity in 21st century Europe. FERA represents directors as the
primary creators of audiovisual works. The director, as the creative decision maker in
a collaborative artistic process, has the final responsibility for the aesthetic cohesion
and integrity of the work. FERA regards safeguarding the craft, artistry and the
creative rights of the director, moral and economic, as essential to diversity within
audiovisual culture.


