
EUROPEAN DIRECTORS FACE THE DIGITAL ERA

Press release following the FERA General Assembly meeting
on October 20 and 21, 2007

Filmmaking is fundamentally a creative activity, conveying cultural identities and human
values.

Mrs Liv Ullmann, President of FERA, in her introductory speech to the General Assembly
Meeting, said: “Our vision in FERA is to represent directors in a very constructive way, not
only for what we are and what we aspire to be, but also to enable us to embrace the new
media, the new ways of expression and new ways for us to reach our audiences.”

Technological developments are opening up new ways of distributing and accessing
audiovisual works. FERA welcomes the European Union’s recognition of the need to
safeguard investment in the production of new works through the new Audiovisual Media
Services Directive formally adopted by the Council of Ministers on October 15th, 2007.

FERA particularly welcomes the aspect of the new directive which obliges all new entrants to
the market, through whatever new means of distribution developed, to comply with the rules
of the directive.

Directors, as authors, are entitled to the protection of their moral and economic rights from all
who exploit or benefit from their works.

FERA has an ongoing concern that the artistic integrity of the work will not be further
compromised by the relaxing of the rules on advertising and that new possible advertising
revenues would not threaten existing commitments to state funding.

FERA will therefore submit detailed recommendations for the national implementation of the
Audiovisual Media Services Directive at a national level and encouraged the directors’
associations to monitor the impact at a local level.

FERA remains very concerned about the situation of our fellow directors in Slovenia in their
struggle for a democratic, fair and equitable allocation of means by the Slovenian Film Fund
and its management.

FERA has also expressed its absolute endorsement of the efforts of their Greek colleagues
to have a law of 1989 and a Presidential Decree of 1993 concerning the investment of 1,5 %
of turnover of private and public TV stations in production and rights’ acquisition of Greek
and European films finally implemented.

FERA congratulated the Nordic associations for the Nordic code of practice for Film Directors
adopted on August 2007 in Haugesund (Norway).



Additional information:

FERA General Assembly Meeting on October 20 and 21, 2007 in Dijon (France)
33 representatives of 27 directors’ associations from 22 countries participated to the General
Assembly meeting of FERA on October 20 and 21 in Dijon in the framework of the Dijon Film
Forum at the invitation of ARP (www.larp.fr). Above administrative issues inherent to any
General Assembly meeting, directors’ associations mainly discussed the implementation of
the new Directive on Audiovisual Media Services and the creative rights of directors in
contracts and codes of practice.

Resolution concerning the implementation of the Greek law related to the investment
of TV stations in film production
On October 21st, FERA General Assembly drafted an urgent appeal to the Greek authorities
and to the European Commission, calling for the implementation of the 1989 law and its
Presidential Decree of 1993 which stipulates the investment of 1,5 % of TV stations’ turn
over in the production and rights’ acquisition of Greek and European films. To our knowledge
this law has never been put into force by the private TV stations and only to a limited extent
by the public TV station ERT. The Committee of the Ministry of Press and Media, which was
to monitor the application of the law, has never shown any interest to summon the TV
stations concerned to comply. FERA General Assembly has condemned this situation in a
country of the European Union as unacceptable and has demanded immediate
implementation of the law.

About FERA
FERA is a network of over thirty organisations representing European film directors, lobbying
on issues of major importance in the creation and promotion of audiovisual works. FERA’s
mission is to enhance the recognition of the cultural significance of audiovisual works and to
defend their integrity in 21st century Europe. FERA represents directors as the primary
creators of audiovisual works. The director is the creative decision maker in a process of
artistic collaboration and takes final responsibility for the aesthetic cohesion and artistic
integrity of the work. FERA is committed to safeguarding the craft, artistry and the creative
and economic rights of the director as essential components to the diversity of audiovisual
culture in Europe and beyond.
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