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FERA Activities

Participation of István Szabó to the Dijon Film Forum on October 10
At the invitation of ARP, associate member of FERA, István Szabó, President of FERA,
participated in the panel discussion of the Dijon Film Forum on “Assessment and Perspectives of
the European Policy concerning Audiovisual, Cinematographic and Cultural Issues”. Together
with Jean-Paul Salomé, French director and President of ARP, Jacques Toubon, French MEP,
Ignasi Guardans Cambo, Spanish MEP, and other representatives of French institutions, they
discussed the issues currently at stake for the European audiovisual sector, i.e. mainly the new
Audiovisual Media Services Directive and the Telecom Package review. For his first public
appearance since he has been elected President of FERA, István Szabó introduced the debate
highlighting that the audiovisual sector is not only facing a technological development, but also
historical and social changes. He called on the EU to exercise pressure on the Member States to
support their local cultures compulsively and proposed that the next European Commission get
together in a unique portfolio the main dimensions of the activity of the creative sector: Culture
and Cultural Industries, Audiovisual and Media and Copyright issues.
István Szabó’ speech:
http://www.ferainfo.org/newsDetail.php?id=37
Cineuropa interview of István Szabó:
http://www.cineuropa.org/interview.aspx?lang=en&documentID=87095
Cineuropa article on the panel discussion:
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=87043
The final press release of the Dijon Film Forum:
http://www.ferainfo.org/newsDetail.php?id=36

Conference on IP Issues and their impact on Internet Commerce on October 23 in
Brussels
How has the growth in online commerce generated a growing number of Intellectual Property
issues? This is the question to which Cécile Despringre, CEO of FERA, answered from the
European directors' perspective in a conference organised by ICOMP (Initiative for a competitive
inline market) on October 23, 2008 in Brussels.
ICOMP Event Report:
http://www.i-comp.org/ICOMPIPReventreport/tabid/104/Default.aspx
Cécile Despringre intervention:
http://www.ferainfo.org/documents.php

“World Going Digital”, a Rome Film Festival Conference on October 27
Cécile Despringre has been invited to Rome to participate in a conference titled “Blowing Hot and
Cold in Cinema and TV: New Media Tempests” in a panel discussion on writers and directors
visions and claims, together with Patric Verrone, President of the Writers Guild of America, West.
The discussion highlighted that both in Europe and in USA, writers and directors are fighting for
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remuneration for online exploitations, but due to different laws, traditions and organisations of
their industries, their means are different: collective labour discussions through unions in the US
and law oriented lobbying in Europe. This invitation was also the occasion to meet with ANAC,
the Italian directors’ association, and with a new authors’ organisation, 100 Autori. Cécile
Despringre mission report is available on request.
Conference programme:
http://www.apicinema.it/bo/documenti1/198_5.pdf

European Commission

State Aid: Commission consults on revised rules for state funding of public service
broadcasting
For public consultation, the European Commission has published a draft Communication laying
down the rules that it intends to apply to state funding of public service broadcasting. Key issues
for discussion include more flexibility for public broadcasters to meet the challenges of the new
media environment, the principles underpinning the definition of the public service remit by the
Member States as well as supervision of public service activities at national level. On the basis of
the comments received, the Commission could adopt a modernised Broadcasting Communication
in the first half of 2009. Comments should be submitted by 15 January 2009.
EC press release:
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/08/1626&format=HTML&aged=0&la
nguage=EN&guiLanguage=fr
EU Observer article:
http://euobserver.com/871/27047/?rk=1

European Parliament

Draft report on the application of the 2001 Directive on the harmonisation of certain
aspects of copyright and related rights in the information society
The draft report prepared by M. Medina Ortega (Spain, Socialist) on the Commission report on
the application of the 2001 directive underlines the importance of authors’ rights protection and of
the fight against piracy. According to the Spanish MEP, a review of the 2001 directive would not
be desirable since its implementation in Member States only ended in 2006. He also considers
that no further exception is needed. The draft report stresses on the importance of moral rights
and on the need to enforce the authors’ right to enjoy protection whatever the territory and the
mode of exploitation of the works. Finally, the MEP presents three means to fight against piracy:
education and prevention (graduated response mechanism); development of legal offers by the
application of a reduced VAT rate on digital products; cooperation of ISP/ legal penalties.
Members of the Legal Affairs committee of the EP are invited to table amendments until
November 20th, which will probably be discussed in December. The report will be adopted in
plenary session beginning of 2009.
Draft EP report:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+COMPARL+PE-
413.997+01+DOC+PDF+V0//EN&language=EN
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MEPs declare "Lorna’s Silence" LUX Prize winner 2008
The European co-production "Lorna's Silence" by Jean-Pierre and Luc Dardenne won the
European Parliament's LUX film prize on October 22 in Strasbourg. MEPs chosed the winning
film from a shortlist of three including “Citizen Havel” of Miroslav Janek (Czech Republic) and
“Delta” of Kornél Mundruczó (Hungary). The winning film will receive funding to be subtitled in all
23 official languages of the EU. Luc Dardenne stressed the importance of the subtitling of the film
thanks to the prize because "we are not watching each others films often enough in Europe". He
hoped that "all distributors and cinema managers will understand the message of this prize".
EP press release (including interviews of the directors of the three selected films):
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/focus_page/008-39963-350-12-51-901-
20081020FCS39962-15-12-2008-2008/default_en.htm

Eurimages

Jacques Toubon re-elected President of the Board of Management of Eurimages
The Board of Management of the Council of Europe’s Eurimages Fund re-elected by acclamation
its current President, Mr Jacques Toubon, for a fourth mandate of one year on October 15 in
Reykjavik, Iceland. It also elected in anticipation its future President, Mr Jobst Plog, for a first two-
year mandate starting on 10 November 2009 until 19 November 2011. Eurimages is a support
fund for the co-production, distribution and exhibition of European cinematographic works. Since
its establishment in 1988, Eurimages has supported 1225 European co-productions for a total
amount of approximately 360 million Euros.
Eurimages press release:
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=PR727(2008)&Language=lanEnglish&Ver=original&Site=CO
E&BackColorInternet=DBDCF2&BackColorIntranet=FDC864&BackColorLogged=FDC864

Audiovisual Policies in Member States

National Film Centre set to open in 2009 in Lithuania
Lithuania, the only Baltic Republic without a national film organisation, is on the verge of getting a
National Film Centre. A new Cinema Law is being drafted, taking into consideration the
regulations for a future centre, which will coordinate all film production and distribution activities
and will replace the existing dual support system from the Ministry of Culture and the Culture and
Sport Support Foundation. The 2008 budget for film from the Lithuanian Ministry of Culture is
€2.3m. Between two to three Lithuanian feature films are produced each year.
Cineuropa article:
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=87040

UK-India co-production treaty launched
After many years of deliberations, the UK-India co-production treaty has finally been ratified.
Under the treaty, co-productions will get national status and therefore will be able to access tax
credits in the UK. British films shooting in India will be able to cut through red tape under a new
single window application scheme. The Indian film industry makes more than 1,000 films a year
and the international market for Indian film was valued at $25.8 billion in 2006. The treaty will help
British filmmakers to break into this expanding market. In turn, the UK is a favoured shooting
location for Indian films. Last year Hindi films accounted for 10% of all releases in the UK.
Cineuropa article:



4

http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=87429

2008 first facts and figures for Slovenia
In 2008, the Slovenian film industry has undergone some negative changes due to political
turbulences. Nine feature films have been finished so far, including some whose production
started last year. There is currently one film in production, and three in post-production. There are
a total of 60 screens in a country inhabited by some two million people. Hollywood fare accounts
for about 70% of the theatrical market.
Cineuropa article:
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=87125

Cinema, TV and Internet Trends

Over 6500 TV channels available in the EU and candidates countries in 2008
The European Audiovisual Observatory‘s MAVISE database currently identifies 5068 active
channels in the 29 countries. A further estimated 1500 small local channels active in European
markets will be progressively added to the database. So, the Observatory estimates that around
6500 channels are currently available to the EU audiences. 4663 are established in one of the
European countries and 405 originate from a third country. The UK is the country with the highest
number of established TV channels. Generalist channels represent the largest category of
channels available by genre. Film channels represent the largest genre of thematic TV channels,
followed by sports channels.
European Audiovisual Observatory press release:
http://www.obs.coe.int/about/oea/pr/mipcom2008.html

UK Independent films feel hedge fund heat
The UK's independent film industry looks set to become the latest victim of the credit crisis as
funding sources dry up amid turmoil in the hedge fund industry. Hedge funds have emerged as
important backers of the entertainment industry, supporting the biggest US studios as well as
independent film production. But the funds are struggling to cope with the economic crisis. The
end result of the credit squeeze will be a contraction of budgets and fewer projects made in the
independent sector, especially highly innovative and less commercial films. Last year there were
60 domestic features produced in the UK with a total value of £141m.
Financial Times article:
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/95ad0556-aa0f-11dd-958b-000077b07658.html?nclick_check=1

Russian Film production slows down
Up to a third of all Russian movie projects have been put on ice as the international financial crisis
begins to bite. Stock market turmoil is having a knock on effect for projects that rely on bank or
private business backing. More than 20 of the 89 movies in production at Mosfilm, Russia’s
biggest studio complex, have been cancelled or postponed by their producers. It was the first time
since the financial crisis of 1998 that so many projects had stopped at one time. Producers are
also looking to cut costs to survive the downturn.
Variety article:
http://www.variety.com/article/VR1117994580.html?categoryid=13&cs=1&query=Russian+film+pr
oduction



5

European Union External Relations

Peter Mandelson’s reply to the European Coalitions for Cultural Diversity on the
EU-Ukraine Free Trade Agreement
In July 2008, the European Coalitions for Cultural Diversity wrote to the EU Commissioner
responsible for Trade, Mr Mandelson, to ask for the exclusion of audiovisual services from the
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) currently negotiated with Ukraine, in order to respect the well-
established EU policy since 1993 not to commit on audiovisual services in any trade agreement.
Mr Madelson’s reply tries to assimilate Ukraine to a future EU Member State like Croatia to justify
giving the same advantages as in a Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA), whereas
Ukraine was never offered the perspective of joining the EU in the medium term. Should Ukraine
be granted the same preferential treatment as the Balkan countries, this could only be achieved
on the basis of an explicit political decision, as in addition, this UE-Ukraine FTA is expected to
become a model for future negotiations with Moldova, Georgia, Armenia and Russia.
Mr Mandelson letter on the French Coalition website (in French):
http://www.coalitionfrancaise.org/ce/doc/reponse-Mandelson-Ukraine-05-09-08.pdf

Outside Europe

US Deal puts ads in video uploads
For several years, television networks and movie studios dispatched legions of lawyers and
sophisticated technology to stamp out piracy while showcasing their content on their own
websites. Viacom Inc. filed a $1-billion copyright infringement lawsuit against Google Inc.'s
YouTube, the Web's most popular video-sharing service. But MTV Networks and other media
giants have started to embrace the consumer-led digital revolution. The Viacom unit plans to pair
advertising with clips that MySpace users upload to the social network site, whether they have
permission or not. The strategy is similar to that of YouTube, which late last year launched a
system that identifies video clips and then offers copyright holders a choice between removing the
material or letting YouTube place ads on it in exchange for a piece of the revenue.
Los Angeles Times article:
http://www.latimes.com/technology/la-fi-myspace3-2008nov03,0,1609676.story
Variety article:
http://www.variety.com/article/VR1117995157.html?categoryid=18&cs=1

The US independent sector is waiting for the digital revolution
For those charged with making indie film deals in the here and now, the future remains unclear.
Digital distribution of movies has been billed for several years as a potential boon for the indie
sector, with filmmakers and sales agents alike envisioning emerging platforms like VOD via digital
cable and satellite systems, Internet downloads, and streaming video over mobile devices -- all
providing inexpensive, efficient mechanisms for circumventing cinema screens and DVD shelves
crowded with studio product. But no nonphysical distribution mechanism has yet emerged as a
kind of globally dominant medium akin to VHS or DVD. By and large, digital revenue remains
nascent.
Variety article:
http://www.variety.com/article/VR1117995036.html?categoryid=3309&cs=1&query=notes+Myriad
+Pictures+prexy+and+CEO+Kirk+D%27Amico
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Google closes book on US copyright suit
Google has agreed to pay $125 million to settle a three-year legal battle over its book search
program on October 28. This settlement calls for Google to pay $34.5 million for a nonprofit Book
Rights Registry, fork over fees for the millions of copyrighted books already scanned under the
Google Print Library Project, and cover the legal costs of the guild and publishers organisations.
Snippets from millions of out-of-print but copyrighted books were digitized under the project, and
then indexed online. But in a class-action suit filed in 2005, the Authors Guild alleged that Google
was "engaging in massive copyright infringement”. A year later, publishers also sued on copyright
infringement grounds. The settlement expands the amount of text to be scanned, makes it
available for free online at designated libraries, available for subscription for colleges and
universities, and allows readers to pay for full online access of copyrighted works. Rights holders
for the copyrighted books already scanned will receive $60 per complete work. Any sales,
subscription and ad coin from the search program will be divided with 63% going to copyright
holders and 37% to Google.
Variety article:
http://www.variety.com/article/VR1117994847.html?categoryid=1009&cs=1&query=Google

Implementation of the graduated response in New Zealand
On April 11th, 2008 New Zealand adopted a revision of its Copyright Act which provided under
section 92 A: “Internet Service Providers must adopt and reasonably implement a policy that
provides for termination in appropriate circumstances of the account with that Internet service
provider of a repeat infringer”. This provision is supposed to enter into force on February 28, 2009
but its implementation could be postponed due to the need for rights holders and ISPs to agree
on the conditions of such a policy in a code of practice. The main issue of the debate regards the
evidence of the violation: ISPs argue that an element of proof of copyright violation must be
required, whereas according to rights holders, it is not possible to prove the guilt of infringers in
court before demanding they be cut off from the Internet. These issues are currently debated by
the interested parties in meetings attended by the Ministers of Commerce and Communications.
This process could be interrupted by the set up of a new government following the legislative
elections of November 8th.
New Zealand source for technology news:
http://www.stuff.co.nz/4725572a26513.html
Copyright Amendment Act 2008 No 27:
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2008/0027/latest/versions.aspx

News from the Members

New book on directing actors
Frédéric Sojcher, director and member of ARRF, the Belgium association member of FERA, is
publishing a new book on directing actors, with the contributions of well known directors like
Olivier Assayas, Patrice Chéreau, Claude Lelouch, etc. and academics.
Publisher website (in French):
http://www.editionsdurocher.fr/ouvrage_rocher-1387-
La_Direction_d’acteur_carnation,_incarnation-EdR.html
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Forthcoming Events

Executive Committee of FERA on November 13 and 14 in Paris
The members of the Executive Committee of FERA will meet on November 13th in the afternoon
and 14th in the morning to deal with the current FERA issues, i.e. administrative and financial
issues, FERA possible new members, preparation of the FERA contribution to the EC Green
Paper on copyright in the knowledge economy, discussion of 2009 projects, etc. The meeting
takes place in Paris upon the invitation of the European Film Music Days.

First European Film Music Days on November 14 and 15 in Paris
Organised by FFACE (Federation of Film and Audiovisual Composers of Europe) on the occasion
of the Centenary of Film Music, The European Film Music Days is conceived as a cross-
professional platform bringing together directors and producers, their European organisations,
representatives of the European Commission, Parliament and of European collecting rights
societies. Hrvoje Hribar and Cécile Despringre will participate in panel discussions on November
14 and on November 15, with the other members of the FERA Executive Committee of FERA,
they will explore a possible partnership for the EFMD 2009.
Website Conference:
http://www.film-music-days.com/en/

Workshop on articles 3i, 4 and 5 of the Audiovisual Media Services Directive on
November 18 in Brussels
One of the new provisions introduced in the Audiovisual Media Services Directive adopted on
December 1997 is article 3i, which places requirements on Member States to ensure that non-
linear service providers promote the production of and access to European works. In order to
provide the European Commission with the elements required to continue monitoring and
evaluating articles 4 and 5 (quotas) and to commence monitoring article 3i, the Commission
requested an independent study to be carried out, covering the situation as regards promotion of
European works on linear and non-linear services at the end of 2007. Attentional, leading the
consortium of consultants in charge of the study, will be presenting at this workshop the findings
and conclusions of the study, as contained in the draft final report, for discussion with
representatives of the Member States, industry representatives and stakeholders.
Programme of the workshop and preliminary final report:
http://ec.europa.eu/avpolicy/info_centre/library/studies/workshop_2008/index_en.htm

Europa Distribution annual conference on November 20-22 in Estoril, Portugal
Cécile Despringre has been invited to participate to a panel discussion on the European
Audiovisual policy at the 2nd annual conference of Europa Distribution, a European network of
independent distributors from 19 countries. This visit to Portugal will also be the occasion to meet
with the new Portuguese association of directors (APR) in order to discuss a future membership.
Programme of the conference:
http://www.europa-distribution.org/files/2008_10_13%20Lisbonne%20program%20EN.doc

Conference on Collective Management of Copyright and Related Rights in Europe
on November 24 and 25 in Brussels
The World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO) is organising in cooperation with GESAC,
CISAC and AEPO-ARTIS a conference on collective management of copyright and related rights
in Europe in Brussels. Cécile Despringre will assist to the conference.
Conference Website:
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http://www.iprbrusselsconference2008.eu/

European Parliament’s Cultural Diversity Days on December 2 in Brussels
Focused this year on Cultural Diversity: encounters between the European Union and the United
States of America, the EP’s Cultural Diversity Days have invited István Szabó, President of
FERA, to participate in a panel discussion on creativity and dissemination, an insurmountable
contradiction?

Visit of the CEO to Budapest on December 8 and 9
Cécile Despringre is going to Budapest on December 8 and 9 for a meeting with the State
Secretary for Culture of the Hungarian government in order to prepare the 2009 General
Assembly Meeting of FERA, planned to be organised in Budapest. This visit will also be the
occasion to meet with the current two FERA members’ organisations in Hungary who are
currently engaged in the process of merging both associations into one.


