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FERA Activities

FERA Executive Committee Meeting on September 8th and 9th in Brussels
The newly elected members of the Executive Committee of FERA (Peter Carpentier, Trish
McAdam, Ger Poppelars, Kurt Mayer, Birgitte Staermose, Hrvoje Hribar and Michel Andrieu) met
for the first time after the Dublin General Assembly meeting. They discussed the issues which
aroused from the GAM and prepared the work plan for 2009. On September 8th in the evening, a
meeting with the Association of the Film Directors of the French Speaking Community of Belgium
- ARRF (Philippe Reypens and André Buytaers, co-Presidents, Christine Delmotte, treasurer and
Alfredo Diaz Perez in charge of European relations) was organised in order to strengthen the
links between ARRF and FERA. On September 9th, István Szabó, the new President of FERA,
joined the Executive Committee meeting for the discussion on European issues and the work
plan. The Executive Committee members were very happy to meet him and to be able to benefit
from his experience and contribution. The next meeting of the FERA EC is planned for mid-
November in Paris.
FERA’s Updated Website on President and Executive Committee Members:
http://www.ferainfo.org/aboutpresident.php

Open letter of the European Creative Community to the European Parliament on
the Telecommunication Package Review
During the summer, FERA took the initiative to propose to other European organisations of
authors, artists and independent producers to send a letter to the European Parliament in order to
draw the attention on the impact of the Telecom Package Review on European culture and
creativity. The letter sent on August 29th emphasized that intellectual property rights is an
important tool for the creative community to safeguard works and it called on all stakeholders,
including telecommunication operators, to work together to find the best ways to deter massive
online piracy and to develop legal alternatives for consumers. The 10 organisations signatories of
the letter (the European Coordination of Independent Producers, the European Composer and
Songwriter Alliance, the European Producers Club, Eurocinema, European Visual Artists,
European Writers’ Council, the Federation of Screenwriters in Europe, the Independent Music
Companies Association and the Global Union in Media, Entertainment and Arts alongside with
FERA) highlighted that dialogue and cooperation are only possible if the Telecom Package
creates the appropriate conditions which will foster awareness on this issue and called for support
on some amendments.
Open Letter of the European Creative Community to the European Parliament:
http://www.ferainfo.org/newsDetail.php?id=35

New FERA Survey sent to Associations’ Members
On August 4, Marzia Rezzin, Fundraising and Project Manager, sent to all FERA members a
questionnaire for the new survey FERA decided to carry out at the last General Assembly
meeting in Dublin. The general objective of the survey is twofold: to create a more homogeneous
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network of directors’ organisations across Europe and to update some information from the
previous FERA survey conducted in 2006-07. The deadline to answer and return the
questionnaire was September 15th. For the organisations which have not sent it back yet, please
do so by October 13th.

European Parliament

Reserved result of the vote of the European Parliament on the Telecom Package
On September 24th, the EP voted in plenary session for the first reading of the Telecom Package
Review. The result is mixed: on one hand, compromise amendments providing information on
copyright in contracts with users and some form of cooperation for the promotion of lawful content
were confirmed in M. Harbour’s report, which is positive. On the other hand, the two other
proposals we’ve made (see the letter) on a stronger form of cooperation and on a balance
between the protection of privacy and the protection of intellectual property rights were rejected.
In addition, one of the provisions of the Commission related to the respect for directives on
copyright by telecom operators was also rejected. Finally, a negative amendment aiming at
preventing France to go forward with its graduated response mechanism was adopted. In spite of
a weak legal basis, this amendment is used in the medias, especially on the Net, to oppose any
mechanism fighting against online piracy which is accused of restricting fundamental freedoms.
Negotiations have started between the Commission, the Parliament and the Council to prepare
the Common position of the Council to be adopted on November 27th in order to finalise the
process of adoption of the package before the elections in June 2009.
EP Press Release:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu///news/expert/infopress_page/052-37903-266-09-39-909-
20080923IPR37902-22-09-2008-2008-true/default_en.htm

European Cinema

The Council of Europe Film Policy Forum, September 11-13 in Kraków
As the FERA representative, Cecile Despringre participated to the Council of Europe Film Policy
Forum on European Film and Film policy organised by the Polish Film Institute and the ThinkTank
in Krakow, Poland. This forum gathered interested parties in European film policy in order to
reflect collectively on the future of the European film policy and the role of the various institutions
and stakeholders. A complete report will be made available later this autumn.
Programme of the Forum:
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/cultureheritage/policies/film/default_en.asp

Film and Audiovisual Policies in Member States

€540.6m in Film and Audiovisual Industries Funding for 2009 in France
The French Minister of Culture, Ms Christine Albanel, unveiled on September 26th the 2009
funding budget allocated to the film and audiovisual industries. The €540.6m credits mainly come
from three taxes: €120m from admission prices (10.72% of the cost of a ticket), €390m from TV
editors and distributors and €29.2m from the video and VOD sector. The budget allocated by the
CNC is broken down thus: €270.6m will go to film industries (compared to €243m for the
audiovisual sector) including €158m for automatic support and €117.7m for selective support.
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Cineuropa Complete Article:
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=fr&documentID=86867

Creative Content Online

Creative Content Online Seminar organised by the EU French Presidency on
September 18th and 19th in Paris
The French Presidency of the EU organised a seminar on Creative Content Online with 5
workshops on the following topics: 1) How have consumer behaviour, use of content online and
supply evolved?; 2) Towards and effective interoperability; 3) What financial models for creative
content online?; 4) Towards a greater online circulation of the contents; 5) Towards an European
rights’ management system. Cécile Despringre, representing FERA, participated to workshop 3.
The conclusions of the seminar will pave the way for the Ministers of Culture Conclusions to be
adopted on November 20th on creative content online and for the recommendation of the
European Commission planned for January 2009. The conclusions of the workshops as well as
two recent studies on the new audiovisual formats and on Video on demand in Europe are
available on the seminar website.
Conclusions and studies related to the Creative Content Online Seminar:
http://www.ddm.gouv.fr/article.php3?id_article=1383

Copyright

Towards a British model to fight against online piracy?
Under the auspices of OFCOM and of the British government, the main Internet Services
Providers and rights-holders reached an agreement at the end of July, on how to tackle the
problem of illicit P2P file-sharing. This agreement answers the will of the British government,
expressed in the strategic document “Creative Britain” published in February, to tackle online
piracy by encouraging a cross industry agreement (The government still retains the ability to
legislate should need be). ISP and rightsholders are considering three means to fight against
piracy: 1) Education and awareness-raising on the value of the creation; 2) Increasing legal
offers; 3) Warning messages, planned to be send to subscribers when their Internet access is
used to share files on P2P protocols. After a 3 months trial period, limited to the music sector, the
parties will assess how efficient this last measure proves to be and will work on defining it more
precisely. Signatories will also consider which measures should to be taken against serious
infringers and prepare a code of conduct on this item.
UK consultation on legislative options to address illicit P2P file sharing opened until October 30:
http://www.berr.gov.uk/files/file47139.pdf

European Commission Green Paper on Copyright in the Knowledge Economy
The European Commission (DG Internal market) published on July 16th a Green Paper on
Copyright in the Knowledge Economy which launched a consultation process until November 30th.
The Green Paper looks at the scope of the exceptions to copyright provided by the 2001 Directive
on Copyright in the Information Society. It raises questions as to whether the current copyright
framework is sufficiently robust to protect knowledge products and whether authors and
publishers are sufficiently encouraged to create and disseminate electronic versions of these
products. With this document, the Commission opens a debate on the long-term future of
copyright policy in the knowledge intensive areas, in particular as it relates to the digital
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preservation of Europe's cultural heritage, orphan works and consumer access to protected works
for the creation of new contents.
EC Press Release:
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/08/1156&format=HTML&aged=0&la
nguage=EN&guiLanguage=fr
Green Paper on Copyright in the Knowledge Economy:
http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/copyright/docs/copyright-infso/greenpaper_en.pdf

Commission’s proposal for the extension of the term of protection for music
performers
On July 16th, the Commission also adopted a proposal to extend the term of protection for music
performers and sound recordings to 95 years (revision of the 2006 directive replacing the 1993
directive on the terms of protection of copyright and neighbouring rights). The aim of the proposal
is to bring performers' protection more in line with the one the authors already benefit from: 70
years after their death. The extended term will also benefit record producers who will generate
additional revenue from the sale of records in shops and on the internet. The proposal also
contains accompanying measures which aim specifically to help performers: the 'use it or lose it'
clauses which will now have to be included in the contracts linking performers to their record
companies will allow performers to get their rights back if the record producer does not market the
sound recording during the extended period; the set up of a fund by record companies into which
they will have to pay 20% of their revenues earned during the extended period. The money from
this fund will be destined to help session musicians.
EC Press release:
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/08/1156&format=HTML&aged=0&la
nguage=EN&guiLanguage=en

European Agenda for Culture

Working Groups of the Platform on the Potential of Culture and Creative industries
The five working groups of the Cultural and Creative Industries Platform started their work in
September with meetings in order to prepare draft recommendations on each topic: 1) Regulatory
environment; 2) SMEs; 3) International dimension and cooperation; 4) Circulation of works and
artists; 5) Interface between Creation and Industry. A first plenary meeting is planned on
December 11th and the final report is expected for next year in order to influence the next
European Commission policy on culture. On behalf of FERA, Cécile Despringre is participating in
4 out of the 5 working groups.

European Reports and Studies

European co-productions travel better and earn more admissions than national
films
The European Audiovisual Observatory has published a special report on European co-
productions for presentation at the Council of Europe Film Policy Forum in Kraków. It is the most
comprehensive analyses of co-production performance ever attempted on a European level.
Three key conclusions can be drawn from the report : 1) European co-productions travel better
than their 100% national counterparts to the extent that, on average, co-productions get released
in more than twice as many markets as national films. 77% of all co-productions get released on
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at least one non-national market, compared to 33% for entirely national films ; 2) European co-
productions earn on average 2.7 times as many admissions as their national peers ; 3) In terms of
admissions, non-national markets are more important for co-productions than for entirely national
films. Non-national admissions account for 41% of total admissions to co-productions compared
to 15% for entirely national films.
European Audiovisual Observatory Press Release and Report:
http://www.obs.coe.int/about/oea/pr/krakow_film_forum.html

Competition

Roundtable on opportunities and barriers to online retailing in the European Market
The opportunities created by, and barriers to, increased online retailing in Europe were the focus
of the Online Commerce Roundtable comprising consumer and industry representatives (of the
music sector in particular) organized by Neelie Kroes, Commissioner for Competition on
September 17th. The Commission has published an issues paper for the group, which includes
questions on copyrighted content available online, and launched a consultation on this document
opened until the October 15th. The Roundtable will produce a short report for the Commission
which will be published at the end of October.
EC Press Release of the Commission:
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/08/1338&format=HTML&aged=0&la
nguage=EN&guiLanguage=en
The issues paper:
http://ec.europa.eu/comm/competition/consultations/online_commerce.html

News from the Members

New Portuguese Association of Directors
FERA Office has been contacted by APR (Associação Portuguesa de Realizadores),a new
organisation for directors in Portugal, which continues the activities of APRF (Associação
Portuguesa de Realizadores de Filmes), former member of FERA which has been dissolved. The
difference between the two organisations is that APR, the new one, gather not only long feature
film directors like the previous one, but also short film, documentary and animation directors. The
Executive Committee of FERA is going to start discussions with APR on a possible membership.

New CEO for ARP, the French Authors – Directors – Producers Association
Michel Gomez will be leaving ARP after the Dijon Film Forum in order to join the Cinema office of
the city of Paris. Florence Gastaud, former advisor for culture of the President of the Ile de France
region will succeed him at the head of ARP on October 13th.
http://www.larp.fr/article.php3?id_article=829&actu

Forthcoming Events

Dijon Film Forum on October 9th to 11th, France
ARP, associate member of FERA, is organising on October 9 to 11 its annual Film Forum in
Dijon, France. István Szabó, President of FERA, will participate with Viviane Reding, EU
Commissioner for Information Society and Media, to the panel discussion on “An assessment and
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the perspectives of European policy as regards audiovisual, cinematographic and cultural issues”.
Three other issues will be discussed: an interim assessment of the Club of 13: reforming the
system of support and regulation of the film industry in a changing environment; how does
cinematographic creation fit into the framework of the audiovisual reforms?; Cinema-audiovisual:
what role and what policies for local authorities?
www.larp.fr

Rome Film Festival Conference: World Going Digital on October 27th

Cécile Despringre has been invited by the Italian Motion Picture Trade Associations API and
ANICA to participate to a conference project called “World Going Digital” during the Rome Film
Festival to intervene in a panel discussion about writers and directors’ visions and claims
regarding the digital developments. Cécile Despringre will take the opportunity of this invitation to
Rome to meet Italian directors’ associations and other stakeholders.
Programme of the Conference:
http://www.apicinema.it/internaNews.asp?id_notizia=198&idPrec=&idSucc=&id_pagina=10

The European Film Music Days on November 14th and 15th in Paris, France
The European Film Music Days initiated by UCMF (Union of French Music Composers) at the
occasion of the Centenary of Film Music, is co-organised by FFACE (Federation of Film and
Audiovisual Composers of Europe) and conceived as a cross-professional platform bringing
together protagonists from the film and television sector on the theme of pictures and music, as
well as representatives from related political and cultural bodies. Cécile Despringre and the
members of the Executive committee of FERA will represent FERA at this event and explore a
possible partnership for the European Music Days 2009.
Programme of the conference (as of next week):
www.film-music-days.com
More information:
Elke Stanicki, coordinator, efmd-info@fface.org

Conference on Collective Management of Copyright and Related Rights in Europe
on November 24th and 25th in Brussels
The conference is organised by WIPO (the World Intellectual Property Organisation) in
cooperation with GESAC (European Grouping of Societies of Authors and Composers), AEPO-
ARTIS (Association of European Performers’ Organisations) and CISAC (International
Confederation of Societies of Authors and Composers). It will address in two days the all
spectrum of issues at stake for the collective management societies.
Programme of the Conference:
http://www.iprbrusselsconference2008.eu/Home/tabid/59/Default.aspx


