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FERA Activities

Preparation of a FERA Action Plan on Film Online
The CEO and the Executive Committee members of FERA are working on a Action Plan on Film
Online in order to raise the issue of the new modes of exploitation of films on digital platforms and
the remuneration attached for directors. A White Paper assessing the situation in the European
Union, including testimony from directors, and proposing solutions will be published in March.

FERA to recruit a part time Office Manager
FERA is looking for a part time Office Manager to help the CEO in the daily managing of the FERA
office and to raise funding for FERA activities. The job description is available on FERA website
and applications must be sent by February 11.
http://www.ferainfo.org/newsDetail.php?id=29

European Commission

EC Communication on Creative Content Online in Europe’s Single Market
On January 3rd, the EC adopted its Communication on Creative Content Online which identifies 4
main horizontal challenges which merit further attention at EU level: the availability of creative
content, multi-territoriality licensing, interoperability and transparency of DRM systems, legal offers
and piracy. Interested parties are invited to answer 11 questions on these issues by February 29th.
FERA will use the opportunity of this consultation to push for solutions improving investment in
European productions, online distribution and the remuneration of directors.
EC Press Release:
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/08/5&format=HTML&aged=0&langua
ge=EN&guiLanguage=nl
Text of the communication and questions for the consultation:
http://ec.europa.eu/avpolicy/docs/other_actions/col_en.pdf

EC Communication on Media Literacy
The EC Communication published on December 20 addresses the ability of people to critically
analyse media content and make more informed choices, which is crucial in the digital era. This EC
first policy document on the issue focuses on media literacy for advertising, audiovisual works and
other online services (blogs, search engines) and promotes the development and exchange of
good practices.
EC Press Release:
http://www.europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/07/1970&format=HTML&aged=
0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
EC Communication:
http://ec.europa.eu/avpolicy/media_literacy/ec_com/index_en.htm



European Parliament

The Culture Committee adopts an own-initiative report by Guy Bono (PES, FR) on Cultural
Industries on January 22
M. Bono focused on the cultural industries’ potential to contribute to the Lisbon growth and jobs
strategy and emphasized the 2,6% contribution of the sector to the EU GDP (2003). The report
promotes a regulatory and fiscal framework that favours cultural industries, specifically tax credits
and reduced rates of VAT for all cultural products, including on-line works. More controversially, it
urges the Commission to rethink the critical issue of intellectual property in the interest of a balance
between the opportunities for access to cultural events and content and the protection of rights
holders. The report will be voted in plenary session in March in Strasbourg.
EP Press release:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/037-19264-021-01-04-906-
20080121IPR19245-21-01-2008-2008-false/default_en.htm
EP Culture Committee website:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/cult_home_en.htm

Draftspersons appointed for the Telecommunication package review
The 3 legislative proposals which form the telecoms package review will be discussed in 2 different
committees: the Industry Committee has appointed Mrs Trautmann (PES, FR) as the draftswoman
for the proposal for a directive amending the “framework”, “access” and “authorization” directives
and Mrs Pilar del Castillo (EPP, Spain) as the draftswoman for the proposal of a regulation
establishing the European Electronic Communications Market Authority. The Internal Market
committee has appointed M. Malcolm Harbour (EPP, UK) as the draftsman for the proposal of
directive amending the “universal service” and “protection of privacy” directives.
Industry, Research and Energy Committee (ITRE) website:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=ITRE
Internal Market and Consumer Protection Committee (IMCO) website:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=IMCO

Audiovisual Policies in Member States

New Spanish Law for Cinema
A new law for cinema has been adopted by the Spanish Parliament on December 21: it will hike
tax breaks and boost aid for animation series. After an agitated discussion, it finally leaves out the
controversial issue of the TV operators’ investment in film funding, maintaining the current quota of
5% of annual income in its current form. It is also interesting to note that Spanish films with EU
directors will not qualify for Spanish subsidies unless they are international co-productions.
http://www.variety.com/article/VR1117978091.html?categoryid=13&cs=1&query=Film+law

No ads on French public TV by 2009
Nicolas Sarkozy, The French President, surprised the media industry on January 8 by announcing
his intention to scrap advertising on France’s public television stations. The move would see public
channels lose more than €800m in advertising revenue a year. Sarkozy promised to make up the
shortfall by raising taxes on commercial broadcasters and introducing a new tax for mobile phone
operators and Internet service providers. The media sector and the opposition seized on the
vagueness of the plans for financing public channels, claiming that the shake-up was intended to
weaken state broadcasting and reward media companies run by friends of the President.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/media/2008/jan/14/television.france/print
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/397fefd8-bf1d-11dc-8c61-0000779fd2ac.html
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Copyright

Private copying to be legalized in UK, without any compensation for rights holders
The UK government has proposed to decriminalize copying protected works from one format to
another (computers and mp3 players) for personal use in order to keep up with the times. The UK’s
music industry association announced that it will be working with the government during the
consultation process to ensure that any new law is not perceived as a green light for file-sharing.
Elsewhere in Europe, private copying exception is provided with a compensation for rights holders
paid by levies on recordable media. However, the British government rejects such fees as
unworkable in the UK market.
http://www.out-law.com/page-8782
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/d5cdcfcc-bd8d-11dc-b7e6-0000779fd2ac.html
http://euobserver.com/871/25416

Studies of the French Ministry of Culture on the economy of authors’ rights
The French Ministry of Culture hold on December 17 a seminar on the economy of authors’ rights
in the different cultural industries (book, cinema, TV, photography) based on studies conducted on
the application of copyright provisions related to the authors’ remuneration in the different sectors.
The cinema study is of a particular interest as it shows that authors’ rights only take an average of
4% of the films’ budgets and the difficulty for authors to benefit from a remuneration really
proportional to the exploitation of the work. The French professional organizations of audiovisual
authors organized an informative session for authors on January 22 to welcome the studies and in
a common press release, urged the government to improve the situation and particularly the
transparency of producers’ accounts.
Ministry of Culture studies (only in French):
http://www2.culture.gouv.fr/deps/
French Audiovisual Authors’ Professional Organizations Press Release (only in French):
http://www.sacd.fr/actus/cp/2008/remuneration-auteurs23012008.asp

Competition

EC convinces Apple to equalize prices from iTunes in Europe
Apple will cut the price it charge UK customers for songs from its itunes online music shop in order
to head off an EU antitrust case. The firm announced in January that, within 6 months, it is to
charge British customers the same price it charges customers in the 15 Members States that use
the euro. The EC clarified that it is not agreement between Apple and the major record companies
which determine how itunes is organized in Europe. Rather the structure of the store is chosen by
Apple to take into account the country-specific aspects of copyright laws. The Commission is very
much in favour of solutions which would allow consumers to buy off the iTunes' online store without
restrictions, but it is aware that some record companies, publishers and collecting societies still
apply licensing practices which can make it difficult for iTunes to operate stores accessible for a
European consumer anywhere in the EU.
EC Press release:
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/08/22&format=HTML&aged=0&langu
age=EN&guiLanguage=en
Press Article:
http://euobserver.com/871/25418/?rk=1

Outside Europe
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After the agreement between DGA and AMPTP, informal talks have started between WGA
and AMPTP
After the deal agreed upon by the Directors Guild of America and the Producers’ Association on
January 17, the all-Hollywood industry is hoping the end of the writers’ str ike before the Oscars’
ceremony. Interim deals have been signed by the WGA with independent producers and informal
meetings have started again between the producers and writers’ organizations.
http://www.variety.com/article/VR1117979532.html?categoryid=1066&cs=1

News from the Members

« Why it’s wiser not to become a director »
The Dutch Directors Guild has issued a small and informative book about copyright for directors
with this teasing title. The book has been handed over to the Dutch Minister of Culture, M. Plasterk,
who recognised at this occasion that the legal position of Dutch directors should be improved and
proposed to work on adjustments in the Dutch Copyright Law.
www.directorsguild.nl

Czech directors and writers’ battle for television broadcasting fees
The Association of Czech Audiovisual Directors and Screenwriters (ARAS) negotiated last year a
raise of 10% of their TV broadcasting fees with the public TV but still struggle for any payment from
private channels. ARAS is also involved in the negotiation of the new law on cinema which faces
strong opposition from private broadcasters which are requested to participate in the financing of
the film production.
www.aras.cz

Forthcoming Events

MEDIA Information Day at the Berlinale
The MEDIA Desk Germany is organizing on February 11 an Information Day on MEDIA actions. It
will also present the new initiative “MEDIA Preparatory Action” to favour audiovisual relationships
between the EU and the rest of the world on a reciprocity basis and will announce the different
actions to be covered by the call of proposals to be published in April (training, distribution and
exhibition).
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/media/docs/overview/news/berlinale_2008.pdf

Orphan Works
On January 29/30th the European Commission (DG Information Society and Media) is organizing a
cross-sectoral meeting on orphan works in order to draft European guidelines for due diligent
researches to be followed by potential users, before applying to any possible special licence, which
would be organized at national level.
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/digital_libraries/index_en.htm

The CEO of FERA to visit Zagreb, Croatia
Cécile Despringre has been invited on January 31st and February 1st by the Croatian Film Directors
Guild (DHFR) to discuss the implementation of the Audiovisual Media Services Directive with both
the film directors’ members of the guild and civil servants of this country preparing its accession to
the EU.

Next Executive Committee of FERA on February 25
The members of the Executive Committee of FERA will meet on February 25 in Brussels to work
on the Action Plan on Film Online and on the preparation of the next General Assembly of FERA
on June 13-15 in Dublin.


