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FERA wishes you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!!!

FERA Activities

FERA sent its recommendations on the implementation of the Audiovisual Media Services
Directive to the EU Ministers in charge of Culture and Audiovisual Affairs
On December 17, FERA sent its recommendations on the implementation of the Directive, just
published in all European languages, to the EU Ministers. FERA will organize a follow-up of these
letters, involving each FERA member at national level.
FERA Press release, letters and recommendations are available on FERA website:
http://www.ferainfo.org/documents.php
Directive published in all European languages in the Official Journal of the European Union:
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/oj/2007/l_332/l_33220071218en00270045.pdf

FERA participated to the “Tour d’Europe du Doc” on December 5 in Paris
Cécile Despringre, CEO of FERA, participated to a round table discussion on the Media
Programme’s support for documentary making in which she highlighted the common issues which
the documentary associations and FERA have with the Media Programme and welcomed all
documentary associations wishing to become member of FERA. Among the 14 organizations that
were present, the Dutch Directors Guild and the Swiss Filmmakers Association are already
members of FERA. The next Tour d’Europe du Doc will take place in 2008 in the Netherlands.
Final Common Statement:
http://www.tourdeurope.net/en/home.html

A FERA Executive Committee Meeting took place on December 3 in Brussels
The Executive Committee of FERA which gathers film directors from Austria, Germany, Ireland,
France, Hungary, Slovenia and Denmark met on December 3 to follow up on the General
Assembly Meeting of October and to prepare the 2008 activities. FERA members received a
separate summary of the meeting.

EU Council of Ministers

The Heads of the Members States signed the Treaty of Lisbon on December 13. Hungary is
the first country to ratify it.
The ceremony of signature of the new Treaty on December 13 in Lisbon was followed by an EU
Summit on December 14 in Brussels. Only a few days after, The Hungarian Parliament approved
the new Treaty. Slovenia should follow in January. So far, Ireland is the only country expected to
hold a referendum to ratify the Treaty but pressure is mounting in the UK, with the Conservative
opposition calling for a public vote. The Lisbon Treaty could enter into force on January 1st, 2009.



EC website dedicated to the Lisbon Treaty:
http://europa.eu/lisbon_treaty/index_en.htm
Euractiv file on the issue:
http://www.euractiv.com/en/future-eu/hungary-country-ratify-new-eu-treaty/article-169183

Slovenian EU Presidency will start on January 1st, 2008
The Portuguese Presidency will hand over to the Slovenian Presidency as for January 1st, 2008.
Having entered the UE in 2004, Slovenia is the first of the 12 new Member States to hold the EU
Presidency. The EU Council of Culture Ministers will be held on May 21 and 22 and an international
conference on creative content online will be organized on June 4 to 7, 2008.
Slovenian Presidency website:
http://www.eu2008.si

European Cinema

Romania is the great winner of the 20th European Film Awards
Cristian Mungiu, Romanian director of “4 Months, 3 Weeks and 2 Days” already Palme d’Or at the
2007 Cannes Film Festival won 2 prizes at the European Film Awards on December 1st in Berlin:
the best European Film and the best European Director.
See all the winners on the European Film Academy website:
http://www.europeanfilmacademy.org/htm/3Winners.html

EC approves UK Film Support schemes
The EC has approved until December 2012 12 UK Lottery-funded film support schemes under the
EU state aid rules. The schemes administered by the UK Film Council and regional agencies
provide over €30.6 million of support for films each year. All films which receive support are
required to satisfy the definition of a cultural British film, which was originally assessed by the EC in
its approval of the UK film tax incentive scheme in November 2006.
EC Press release:
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/07/1890&format=HTML&aged=0&lan
guage=EN&guiLanguage=fr

Culture

Campaign launch of the European Year of Intercultural Dialogue 2008
On December 4, the EC launched the communication campaign for the European Year of
Intercultural Dialogue (EYID) with the slogan “Together in Diversity”. The EYID aims to contribute
to mutual understanding and better living together and will explore the benefits of cultural diversity
and active civic participation in European Affairs. It will seek to foster a sense of European
belonging with 7 flagship European projects, 27 national projects (one per each Member State) on
intercultural dialogue across the EU and 15 personalities from the cultural scene as ambassadors
(5 film directors: Agnieszka Holland, Marjane Satrapi, Jean-Pierre and Luc Dardenne, Radu
Mihaileanu).
Website dedicated to the EYID:
http://www.interculturaldialogue2008.eu/

The First Session of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Protection and Promotion of
the Diversity of Cultural Expressions took place in Ottawa, Canada from 10 to 13 December
2007
The first session of the 2005 UNESCO Convention’s IGC gathered in Ottawa 200 participants: the
delegations of the 23 out of 24 members of the IGC (Senegal was absent), observers of 17
countries who have ratified the convention but are not members of the IGC, observers of 17
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countries who are not members of the convention and representatives of 6 non governmental
organizations (including the International Federation of Coalitions for Cultural Diversity).
Speeches, decisions and working documents available on the UNESCO website:
http://portal.unesco.org/culture/en/ev.php-
URL_ID=34998&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
Quebec Newsletter on Cultural Diversity:
http://www.diversite-culturelle.qc.ca/index.php?id=3&=&L=1
Bulletin of the Coalitions for Cultural Diversity:
http://www.cdc-ccd.org/coalition_currents/Nov07/coalition_currents_en_nov07.html

MEDIA Programme

Switzerland remains a provisional member of the Media Programme
Whereas on October 2007 the Swiss Federal Council signed the agreement for participation in the
Media 2007 programme, on December 10, the Swiss Parliament refused to ratify the condition
attached to this participation: the application of the “Television Without Frontiers Directive” by the
end of 2009, especially the provisions related to advertising for alcoholic beverages which are
more flexible than currently applicable in Switzerland. The Parliament sent the agreement back to
the Council in order to continue the negotiations with the EU on this issue, but it adopted €26
millions of credits for the participation of Switzerland to the programme for 2008 and 2009.
Media Desk Switzerland (in French and German)
http://www.mediadesk.ch/news.php?ID=55&language=fr
Swiss Filmmakers Association (in French and German):
http://www.realisateurs.ch/node/6417

Application of the “Television Without Frontiers” Directive

EC warns Italy about breaking EU TV advertising rules
On December 11, the EC sent Italy a letter of formal notice (first stage of the EU’s infringements
proceedings) for violating EU advertising rules under the TWF Directive. Independent monitoring
revealed that Italian broadcasters do not comply with the directive’s quantitative rules, in particular
the hourly 12 minute limit for advertising, the rule on 20 minute minimum interval between
advertising breaks and the rule on inserting advertising in films. The effectiveness of the procedure
foreseen in Italian legislation for penalizing breaches of the TV advertising rules has also been
called into question as it is too weak to have a deterrent effect and to protect efficiently consumers.
The Italian government has two months to respond to the concerns expressed by the Commission.
EC Press Release:
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/07/1902&format=HTML&aged=0&lan
guage=EN&guiLanguage=fr

Copyright

French private copying remuneration scheme complaint taken to the European Commission
After the Dutch complaint (FERA Newsletter #1) a small French company distributing blank DVDs
has taken a complaint to the European Commission on the French system of private copying
remuneration, accusing the collective management societies of abusing their dominant position.
Press articles (only in French):
http://www.clubic.com/actualite-88418-copie-privee-attaquee-niveau-europeen.html
http://www.lemonde.fr/web/depeches/0,14-0,39-33598677@7-46,0.html
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Outside Europe

US screenwriters’ strike in its 7 th week
The WGA's talks with the Alliance of Motion Picture & Television Producers imploded on
December 7. The Directors Guild of America is preparing its own terms for talks with the studios in
order to launch negotiation early next year.
Variety’s Articles:
http://www.variety.com/article/VR1117977951.html?categoryid=1066&cs=1
http://www.variety.com/article/VR1117977970.html?categoryid=18&cs=1
DGA Negotiation announcement:
http://www.dga.org

Quebec Directors’ street demonstration
On December 12, Quebec Directors went down to the street to distribute free DVDs of their films in
order to show publicly that they do not recoup any money from this market.
http://www.canoe.com/divertissement/cinema/nouvelles/2007/12/12/4720745-jdm.html

News from the Members

The Screen Directors Guild of Ireland has launched a new website
You will find information on the guild, its members and other related material available online.
www.sdgi.ie

Dutch Directors Guild 10th Anniversary
The DDG was set up on 11 December 1997 by Pieter Verhoell, Hans Hylkema, Gerrard Verhage
and Ger Poppelaars with the support of the legendary Wim Verstappen. On December 20, the
DDG launched the “Year of the Director” to celebrate the beauty and diversity of directing and on
January 14, 2008, it will present a book concerning copyright for directors. For more information on
the DDG 10th Anniversary events and DDG activities for 2008, please contact FERA Office
(info@ferainfo.org) or the DDG (info@directorsguild.nl).

Frédéric Sojcher, Belgium Director and Teacher publishes a book on small budget’s films
“Films à petit budget : contraintes ou liberté ?” is the title of the last book written by Frédéric
Sojcher and Luc Delisse (only in French).
http://www.passagedulivre.com/livre-44774-films-a-petit-budget-contraintes-ou-
liberte.htm?couleur_choisie=0


