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EUROPEAN INSTITUTIONS 
 
EU Council of Ministers 
 
Last minute: compromise found on the Telecom Package 
On 28 April, a compromise on the amendment 138 has been found at the last meeting between 
Commission, Parliament and Council. Amendment 138, adopted by the European Parliament in 
first reading, aimed at impeding the adoption of the French law which created the graduated 
response to fight against online piracy and which raised strong legal concerns to the Council. The 
compromise amendment does not refer to a “prior ruling by the judicial authorities” anymore to 
restrict Internet access, but to the respect of fundamental rights and freedoms of natural persons 
protected by the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. The 
Member States gathered in COREPER on 29 April accepted this compromise, which pave the 
way for the final adoption of the Telecom Package by the plenary vote of the European 
Parliament on 6 May. 
Czech Presidency announcement: 
http://www.eu2009.cz/en/news-and-documents/press-releases/czech-presidency-wraps-up-eu-
telecoms-package-19103/ 
Press Article: 
http://www.euractiv.com/en/infosociety/copyright-deal-ends-telecoms-package-scramble/article-
181854 
 
New Czech Prime Minister appointed 
After the resignation of Mirek Topolánek on 1 April, the Czech Parliament has agreed upon the 
creation of a non-politician interim government which will lead the country till the early election 
planned for next October. On 9 April Czech President Václav Klaus appointed the non-partisan 
economist Jan Fischer as Prime Minister. Fischer is expected to select his new cabinet of 
Ministers and to take over from Topolánek on 9 May. However, a general pessimism reigns and 
according to the analysts, the new government will be with a very limited agenda in respect to its 
EU presidency duties, such as the preparation of the 2010 budget and the strategic plan as 
response to the economic recession. Finally there is the question of the ratification of the Lisbon 
Treaty whose vote at the Senate is expected by May and which now looks more complicated. 
Press Articles: 
http://www.euractiv.com/en/opinion/czech-govt-step-eu-presidency/article-180867?Ref=RSS 
http://www.euractiv.com/en/opinion/fischer-appointed-new-czech-prime-minister/article-181171 
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/article/0,,4166940,00.html?maca=en-aa-pol-863-rdf 
http://www.euractiv.com/en/future-eu/pessimism-reigns-interim-czech-pm-appointed/article-
181231 
 
 



European Commission 
 
European Commission launches a new consultation on the rules for state funding 
of public service broadcasting 
The European Commission (EC) has launched a public consultation on a revised draft for a new 
Communication on the rules to apply for the state funding to public service broadcasting. With this 
new Communication, the EC hopes to support stakeholders in their work in a new media 
environment while preserving competition between different service providers. According to the 
EC, this second draft takes into account the comments made during the first consultation which 
took place between January and March 2008. Members States and stakeholders have a second 
opportunity to present their comments by 8 May 2009. The new modernised Broadcasting 
Communication is expected to be adopted by the end of the year. 
European Commission Press Release: 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/564&format=HTML&aged=0&lan
guage=EN&guiLanguage=en 
The second draft for the Broadcasting Communication is available at: 
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/consultations/2009_broadcasting_review/index.html 
 
European Parliament 
 

Industry Committee vote on the Telecom Package 
On 21 April, the members of the Industry committee of the European Parliament (EP) adopted Ms 
Trautmann report for the second reading of the EP on the Telecom Package. Most of the issues 
which separate the EP and the Council have been solved in “trilogue” meetings which gather the 
European Commission, the EP and the Council. One important issue remained unsolved at the 
time of the Industry committee vote on 21 April: amendment 138 adopted in the first reading, has 
been adopted by the Industry committee as amendment 46, in spite of the Council opposition. 
This amendment states that the possibility of cutting off the Internet access to users should occur 
only after a trial. It has been proposed by French MEPs in reaction against the French bill which 
put in place the three strikes model to fight against online piracy. Meanwhile a compromise has 
been found with the Council and the final vote on the Telecom Package which will take place in 
plenary session on 6 May will include it.  
Press Articles: 
http://www.euractiv.com/en/infosociety/eu-lawmakers-stand-france-anti-piracy-bill/article-181537 
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/2009/04/eu-telecoms-package-pushed-forward/64651.aspx   
EP Press Release on the amendments: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/058-54125-111-04-17-909-
20090421IPR54124-21-04-2009-2009-false/default_en.htm  
 
European Parliament voted on music rights extension to 70 years  
On 23 April, the European Parliament adopted (377 against, 178 in favour) the extension of 
copyright for music producers and performers from 50 to 70 years for new and old music 
recordings. This decision is less than the 95 years proposed by the European Commission. Irish 
MEP Brian Crowley, in charge of the legislation, claimed that the decision aims to find an 
agreement among national governments. The legislation establishes a dedicated fund for session 
musicians which will be financed by producers’ contributions of at least 20% of the extra revenues 
gained from the extension of copyright term. In addition, MEPs approved the “use it or lose it” 
clause which allows performers to regain the rights of a recording after 50 years if a producer 
does not sell it. Charlie McCreevy, Commissioner for Internal Market, in welcoming the 



Parliament’s vote, affirmed that the legislation seeks at ensuring “that performers can, in their late 
life, recoup a share in the income they generate”. MEPs asked the Commission to submit a 
review of the application of the legislation after three years of its entering into force.  
EP Press Release: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/058-54192-111-04-17-909-
20090422IPR54191-21-04-2009-2009-false/default_en.htm 
EC Press Release: 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/627&format=HTML&aged=0&lan
guage=EN&guiLanguage=en  
Press Article: 
http://euobserver.com/9/27998  
 
European Union External Relations 
 
EU/South Korea: Commission expects free trade deal in May 
As a large majority of Member States have reaffirmed their support to a deal with South Korea, 
European Commission President José Manuel Barroso and Trade Commissioner Catherine 
Asthon are now hopeful to conclude the trade talks on 23 May, during a South Korea-EU summit 
in Seoul. However, sensitive bilateral negotiations will have to take place by then in order to 
remove the remaining stumbling blocks, notably the “duty drawback” issue - a system by which 
South Korea allows import tariffs to be returned to companies that use imported materials to 
make products for export - that the EU has so far refused to include in the FTA negotiated with 
other trading partners. The European cultural and audiovisual sectors’ concerns raised about the 
Cultural Cooperation Protocol have neither been fully addressed by the European Commission. 
Letter of the European Coalitions for Cultural Diversity to President Barroso: 
http://www.coalitionfrancaise.org/eng/index.php?r= 
 
Copyright  
 
Publication of the replies to the public consultation on the Green Paper “Copyright 
in the Knowledge Economy” 
The European Commission has published on its website the 371 contributions, including FERA 
one, received to the public consultation on the Green Paper “Copyright in the Knowledge 
Economy”. DG Internal Market and Services, responsible for Copyright, will publish a follow-up 
document by the end of the year. 
Published contributions: 
http://circa.europa.eu/Public/irc/markt/markt_consultations/library?l=/copyright_neighbouring/cons
ultation_copyright&vm=detailed&sb=Title 
 
Launching of the European Observatory on Counterfeiting and Piracy 
On 2 April, in occasion of the second High Level Conference on Counterfeiting and Piracy, 
Charlie McCreevy, the Commissioner for Internal Market and Services has launched the 
European Observatory on Counterfeiting and Piracy. By enhancing cooperation across the EU, 
the Observatory will focus on the following objectives: 1. obtaining better information including 
figures about the size of the problem; 2. aiming to a better cooperation between enforcement 
authorities; 3. exploring and spreading successful private sector strategies; 4. raising public 
awareness. The Observatory, hosted by the European Commission, will gather one delegate for 
each Member State as well as a representative for the private sector. Its activity will be scheduled 
on the basis of regular meetings. The new institution will grant a forum for discussion to all the 



partners involved, from MEPs to business representatives and experts on intellectual property 
rights. 
Press Releases: 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/528&format=HTML&aged=0&lan
guage=EN&guiLanguage=en 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/09/146&format=HTML&aged=0
&language=EN&guiLanguage=en 
 
 
IN THE MEMBER STATES 
 
Cinema Box Office 
 

Croatian films record stable 2008 results 
According to the recorded figures, 2008 was a stable year for Croatian cinema which followed the 
model of other Eastern European box offices registering an exceptional performance of US films 
(80% of the market against the European films 16.5%). Stability within the past five years was 
registered also in the film production with 9 films made (including 2 co-production) in 2008. 
Press Article: 
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=95605 
 
Slovenian industry in 2008: Admissions and production up, box office down 
Slovenian box office in 2008 saw a slight increase in admissions, but also a slight decline in 
revenues compared to 2007. US films dominated the market share with a growth of around 4% 
(from 81.64% to 84.48%) while European films fell from 12.94% to 8.16%. A significant growth 
concerned the local production: 12 films (including three documentaries) and three minority co-
productions were made. From the exhibition point of view, the number of the screens doubled 
from 2007’s 60 to 2008’s 110, including two new multiplexes. 
Press Article: 
http://cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=94492  
 
Austrian films in 2008 successful as never before  
In 2008 the market share of domestic films increased from 1.9% to over 6% registering a total of 
15.7m admissions, most of them gained by domestic screenings. In comparison with other 
European countries, admissions to domestic films are traditionally low in Austria. The Austrian 
Film Institute (AFI) claims that this success was driven by the authenticity and diversity of the 
Austrian works and demands better funding through an expansion of the agreement that 
regulates film funding by state television. The AFI considers an increase from €5.9m to €10m 
annually from television as “overdue”. 
Press Article: 
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=94459 
 
Cultural and Audiovisual Policies  
 
Director-Screenwriter Angeles González Sinde named new Spanish Culture 
Minister 
On 7 April, the director-screenwriter Ángeles González Sinde replaced César Antonio Molina in 
Zapatero’s cabinet as new Minister of Culture. Ms González Sinde, who won a Goya in 1998, has 



been the President of Spanish Film Academy for the past two years and is an appreciated 
filmmaker and screenwriter. Her appointment as Culture Minister generated the enthusiasm of the 
film industry and artists who hope she will be able to guide the cultural sectors through the 
financial crisis. González Sinde will have to face important challenges such as the fight against 
piracy, the administration of national subsidies and the promotion of Spanish films abroad.  
Press Articles: 
http://www.screendaily.com/ScreenDailyArticle.aspx?intStoryID=43947&Category=525 
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=94424 
 
Spanish MEP Ignasi Guardans appointed head of ICAA 
On 27 April, Ignasi Guardans, Spanish member of the European Parliament replaced Fernando 
Lara in the direction of ICAA (Institute of Cinematography and Audiovisual Arts). ICAA is the 
autonomous Spanish film and TV body of the Ministry of Culture which is in charge of cinema and 
Audiovisual activities in Spain, such as film production, distribution and exhibition. The nomination 
was well-received by the film and cultural industries; in fact Guardans is well-known for his active 
participation in films issues such as the protection of copyright and for his experience at the 
European level (especially in the production of the Audiovisual Media Services Directive). 
Press Articles: 
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=103109 
http://www.screendaily.com/ScreenDailyArticle.aspx?intStoryID=44011&Category 
 
Spain announced to reduce TV advertising 
Following private broadcasters’ complains, Prime Minister Zapatero announced his will to cut 
public service’s TV commercials. In the past few years Spanish government already reduced the 
time per hour allowed to advertising from 11 to 9 minutes but the private broadcasting services 
claimed that this action was not sufficient. Zapatero did not quantify the cut of advertising and 
questions on how public TV will survive have been arisen. In fact, conversely to many other 
European countries, Spanish public TV does not have a television licence fee and the RTVE 
(Radio Television Española) is financed by a mixture of advertising revenues (worth more than 
€557m in 2008) and state aid. The new plan will be included in the next Spanish Audiovisual law 
which will be discussed by the Parliament. 
Press Articles: 
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/hr/content_display/world/news/e3if605c69e3da47a3bee210c7
1c914ecf7 
http://www.expatica.com/es/news/spanish-news/Spain-to-reduce-commercials-on-public-
TV_51622.html  
http://www.variety.com/article/VR1118002396.html?categoryid=19&cs=1  
 
Finnish Film Foundation receives €5m state funding  
After months of film producers’ strike against the failed promise of the government to increase 
films’ budget, on 31 March the Minister of Culture and Sport Stefan Wallin announced the 
allocation of €5m for film and audiovisual financing. The Finnish Film Foundation (FFF) will be in 
charge of the funding which will be split between feature films (€1.2m), TV dramas (€1m), 
documentaries and short films (€800,000), and modernisation and digitisation of cinemas (€2m). 
One of the main concerns remains the job cut and in order to ensure that the extra funding will be 
used to support employment, Wallin has asked the FFF to draw specific guidelines on the effect 
that the project applied for will have on general employment. These effects will be measured by 
the number of paid employees and number of days per each €100,000 of the production budget, 
and by the number of paid employees and number of days per each €100,000 of the given grant. 
Press Articles: 



http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=94304 
http://www.screendaily.com/ScreenDailyArticle.aspx?intStoryID=43856&strSearch=finnish%20fil
m%20foundation%20receives&strCallingPage=ScreenDailySearchSite.aspx 
 
UK Film Council faces £22m (€25m) drop in funding 
The UK Film Council will lose around €25m in lottery funding for the next five years (with an 
annual drop of £4.4m/€4.9m) since more money will be invested in the next 2012 Olympic 
Games. The cost for the London Olympics is incredibly growing from £2.4bn (€2.7bn) to £9bn 
(more than €10bn) and this may affect the government funding. Other film funding opportunities 
are represented by the Premiere Fund with £8m (€9m) which invest in commercially-driven films, 
while New Cinema Fund, the Development Fund, Distribution and Exhibition account for £13m 
(€14m) of the budget spend. 
Press Article: 
http://www.screendaily.com/ScreenDailyArticle.aspx?intStoryID=43943&strSearch=uk%20film%2
0council&strCallingPage=ScreenDailySearchSite.aspx 
 
UK Film Council launches digital programme 
The UK Film Council together with the Technology Strategy Board and the Department for 
Innovation, Universities and Skills, has announced a new programme to enhance digital 
innovation. The funding is titled “Accessing and Commercialising Content in a Digitally Networked 
World” and worth £5m (€5.6m). The programme will support new business models and services 
in the digital era and will increase incomes for content creators and rights holders. The fund will 
also support projects that boost audience access to films using digital technology. 
Press Articles: 
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=108081  
http://www.variety.com/article/VR1118002601.html?categoryid=13&cs=1 
 
2008 CCA’s Director Frédéric Delcor report on Belgian French speaking Cinema 
Frédéric Delcor, the new Secretary General of the French Community of Belgium and Director of 
the CCA (Film and Audiovisual Centre) has presented his first report on 31 March. In the report 
he stressed on the importance of the CCA as financial contributor to French speaking film 
productions (representing 27% of the budgets). Another issue discussed was the importance of 
preserving the strong representation of Belgian films among Eurimages projects and the 
necessity of developing co-productions with new territories. The last point concerned the value of 
creating collaboration among professionals about the circulation and promotion of audiovisual 
works. 
Press Article: 
http://cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=94205  
 
The new French system for distribution windows  
After the Senate (on 30 October 2008), the National Assembly adopted on 2 April the Creation 
and Internet bill which empowers the future High Authority for the Protection of Rights on the 
Internet (HADOPI) to request the suspension of Internet access for illegal downloading of films 
after two warning messages. However, the final common text has been rejected by the National 
Assembly on 9 April as the opposition was more numerous during the vote. So the discussions 
have started again on 29 April in the National Assembly for a final adoption now foreseen on 12 
May. One non controversial aspect of the bill concerns the distribution windows such as DVD and 
VoD. The National Assembly decided in the 2 April text to shorten the time of DVDs’ releases 
after their theatrical release from 6 to 4 months with the opportunity of reducing this time to 3 
months for unsuccessful films in theatres, which will receive a special allowance from the CNC 



(National Film Centre). Conversely, DVD release of box-office-successful films may be delayed. 
The legal downloading through VoD will have the same distribution treatment unless the 
professional industries reach an agreement after the law’s promulgation. 
Press Articles: 
http://euobserver.com/871/27910/?rk=1 
http://cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=94338 
 
Cultural Policies in France 
The French Coalition for Cultural Diversity has published a booklet titled “Cultural Policies in 
France” which provides a non exhaustive inventory of the main policies set up in France in 
support to the various cultural sectors (visual arts, cinema and audiovisual, books, music and 
performing arts). This booklet aims at highlighting the successful policies from the professionals’ 
point of view in order to promote those policies locally and internationally in the frame of the 
UNESCO Convention on the Protection and the Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural 
Expressions. 
http://www.coalitionfrancaise.org/eng/actus/doc/coalition_anglais_web.pdf 
 
Iceland: film tax credit increased to 20% 
In early April, Iceland’s government approved a plan to increase filming tax from 14% to 20% in 
order to make the country internationally more competitive in terms of locations’ shooting. 
According to the plan, film and TV producers can apply for refund from the Icelandic State 
Treasury for 20% of their production spent in Iceland. This tax increase takes Iceland to the same 
level of most of European countries and it has been seen as a victory by the Icelandic film 
industries. Already in the past big US productions such as Clint Eastwood’s Flags of our Fathers 
have been shot in Iceland and with the new law these investments are expected to increase. 
Press Article: 
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=108072  
 
Cinema, Audiovisual and Internet Trends 
 
Digital Terrestrial Television enforces its position in European TV market 
MAVISE, the TV database developed by the European Audiovisual Observatory (EAO) for the DG 
Communication, has shown an escalation of the television market in the 27 Member States, 
Croatia and Turkey with a total of 5.587 channels (plus 412 non-European channels). The study 
revealed also a significant development of the digital terrestrial television (DTT) in the last year. 
The countries that registered the highest DTT diffusion are France, Italy, Spain and the UK while 
countries such as Belgium, Germany, Finland, Luxembourg, Netherlands and Sweden have 
already start the analogical switch-off. The countries that are expected to develop more rapidly 
with imminent services are Slovenia, Denmark, Portugal, Ireland, Poland, Greece, and Slovakia. 
MAVISE illustrated that the highest number of channels transmitted by DTT platforms embraces 
generalist, news, business and culture programmes while channels transmitting home shopping, 
weather, religious, adult programmes are much less significant on DTT platforms. Finally, there is 
a difference in terms of the number of national and international channels available on DTT. 
Countries such as Germany, France, Italy, Spain and the UK have much more national and 
regional channels, whereas almost 50% of DTT contents of small countries such as Estonia, 
Lithuania and Malta rely on international channels. 
OEA Press Release: 
http://www.obs.coe.int/about/oea/pr/miptv2009_mavise.html 
Press Article: 
http://cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=94293 



 
French Video and VoD markets in 2008 
At the beginning of March, the CNC (National Centre for the Cinematography) published an 
important study on the French video market, with a section dedicated to the VoD. According to 
the NPA-Gfk barometer, in 2008 French VoD market was estimated at €53m with an increase of 
84,2% compared to 2007. According to the data collected by the CNC and the VoD Observatory, 
3.959 films released in theatres were available on the eight main French VoD platforms 
(CanalPlay, TF1 Vision, Virgin Mega, France Télévisions, Arte, Club Internet and Universciné) at 
the end of December 2008. The offer went up to 49% in one year, making France the European 
leading country for VoD diffusion. Conversely, the DVD rental market assisted at a drop of 8% in 
respect to the previous year (38,7% in 2007 against 30,7% in 2008). The reason for this fall is 
represented by the increasing of other forms of not-physical rental such as VoD and the piracy. 
Films remain the first source of VoD profits with 57,6% of the income in 2008. US movies 
represented 36,5% of the offer, French films 43,6% and other European films 14%. 
Article: 
http://philippe.leconte.over-blog.com/article-29394231.html 
 
FindAnyFilm.com reaches a million visits 
The UK Film Council film search engine FindAnyFilm.com has reached one million visits within 10 
weeks of its debut. A particularly successful tool was the Alert Me feature which allows users to 
request an alert as soon as their film of choice becomes available in the UK on their chosen 
format. Over 43.000 alerts have been requested so far, of which 60% are for films to watch or 
download online. FindAnyFilm.com was developed by British digital agency Blue Barracuda and it 
was launched to encourage audiences to watch films legally and in high quality. 
Press Article: 
http://cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=94428 
 
Copyright  
 
Swedish court finds Pirate Bay defendants guilty 
The four founders of the website Pirate Bay have been found guilty for distribution of illegal 
content online by a Swedish court and have been sentenced to a year in jail and to pay a fine of 
30m Swedish Crowns (€2.7m). The Court has found the four men guilty of creating 33 files for 
illegal sharing through their website and for this reason they will have to reimburse 17 music and 
media companies including Sony. However, this compensation will not happen until the end of the 
legal process. The Pirate Bay defendants have promise the appeal against the decision and the 
final decision of the Swedish Supreme Court could last years. In the meanwhile, despite the guilty 
verdict, the four men announced that The Pirate Bay, used by 25 million people around the world, 
will continue to operate from computers based in various countries around the world.  
Press Articles: 
http://www.europeanfilmgateway.eu/news.php?area=News&pag=51  
http://www.variety.com/article/VR1118002540.html?categoryid=19&cs=1 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/technology/2009/apr/17/the-pirate-bay-trial-guilty-verdict  
 
Spain sees first prosecution in piracy case 
A Spanish Court of the La Roja region has condemned a 22 years-old man to six months of 
prison and to pay a fine of €4.900 for violating intellectual property laws by obtaining economic 
benefits through his website. The website itself did not host any doubtful content, but it provided 
links to pirated movies, videos and games on third-party sites. This is the first Spanish case of 
prosecution for operating an illegal file-sharing website; in fact Spanish law affirms that no crime 



is committed if no money exchange is proved. The profit in this case was represented not by a 
direct cash payment, but revenue from advertising that appeared on the site. According to the 
figures of the Motion Picture Association, Spain is one of the worst offenders of film piracy in the 
world with 350 million illegal downloads in 2008, nearly 100 million more than in 2007. 
Press Articles: 
http://www.screendaily.com/ScreenDailyArticle.aspx?intStoryID=44016&Category=525 
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/hr/content_display/news/e3if605c69e3da47a3bab27400d3269
408e 
 
French National Assembly temporary rejects controversial “three-strike” anti-
piracy plan  
On 9 April, the French National Assembly rejected the bill planned to allow the internet service 
providers to cut off access to Internet for those users who download movies and music illegally 
(21 votes against 15). The unpredicted twist was made possible by the absence of the majority 
MPs, who thought that the law’s approval was expected (since the bill has already passed at the 
National Assembly last 2 April), and by the last-minute appearance of the Socialist opposition 
(who hid behind a curtain and appeared just in time for the vote). The government now has no 
choice but to start part of the procedure again. The bill has been reintroduced on April 28 and is 
expected to pass on 12 May.  
Press Articles: 
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=94474 
http://www.euronews.net/2009/04/10/french-net-piracy-law-defeated/  
http://www.guardian.co.uk/technology/2009/apr/09/france-illegal-downloads-state-surveillance 
 
 
OUTSIDE EUROPE 
 
Screen Actors Guild (SAG) board approves tentative deal 
On April 19 SAG’s board members voted 53,38% to 46,2% in favor of approving the agreements 
structured with the Alliance of Motion Picture and Television Producers on the actors' feature-
primetime contract. The challenge will now be gaining the approval of the 120,000 members of 
the guild who will receive ratification ballots in early May along with statements listing the pros 
and cons of ratifying the deal. The return date for the ballots is expected by the end of May. The 
agreement includes SAG demand for an expiration date of the contract in June 2011 so to 
synchronise SAG’s contract ending with the WGA, DGA and AFTRA expirations, allowing 
solidarity between the unions for future negotiations. However, under the new deal SAG will not 
get any retroactive payment (worth $67m / €52m). Separately, leaders of SAG and AFTRA 
approved a three-year commercials pact with a ratification vote among the 150,000 members of 
both unions. The deal represents a $36m (€28m) pay increase over three years, including $21m 
(€16m) more in pension and health contributions. 
Press Articles: 
http://www.sbs.com.au/films/article/single/4300/SAG-national-board-approves-tentative-deal 
http://www.screendaily.com/ScreenDailyArticle.aspx?intStoryID=44091&Category  
 

US Distribution: DVD down to 40%, box office up to 15.6% 
For several years Hollywood distribution relied on DVD sales as main profitability means. 
Nowadays, this tendency is reversing and multiplex are re-having an incredible success. 
According to Media by Numbers firm, tickets sales went up to 15,6% in respect to the same 
period of time in 2008 with an attendance up to 12% after a turn down in the previous two years. 



Instead, sales for new-release DVDs were down to 40% due the recession and the Internet 
downloading. However, the studios are still looking at the home video distribution as a large and 
variable business whose development may lead to new future ways of distribution such as high 
definition Blue-ray or VoD. This is the reason why producers are now looking at different type of 
films, directed to specific audiences and are trying to make them with less money; on the other 
hand, studios are rebalancing their budgets and are moving more into medium-size pictures.  
Press Articles: 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/22/business/media/22steal.html 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124016319176832589.html  
 

Australian government project will boost online film distribution 
Australian government announced a project which will drive to the building of a major national 
broadband fibre network. The project worth AU $43bn (€23bn) in a period of 8 years, will support 
around 25,000 jobs a year. The government started a call for tenders last year and has now 
terminated this process. Once the company will be established, the government will directly invest 
AU $4.7bn (€3.5bn) into the project becoming in this way the majority investor. Within five years 
of the operational network, it will sell its interest to the private sector. The responses to the news 
were diverse; someone commented that the project does not take into account wireless 
technology, while Australian companies such Quickflix, the country largest online film rental 
company, congratulated with the government for this project.  
Press Article: 
http://www.screendaily.com/ScreenDailyArticle.aspx?intStoryID=43941&Category= 
 
Five Japanese majors partner for VoD movie channel 
On 26 March, five Japanese largest film studios joint their forces to transmit films through the new 
pay-per-view channel Marumaru Eiga. The channel is accessible through the Actvila VoD service 
(launched in September 2007 with co-investment from Sharp, Toshiba, Panasonic and Hitachi) 
and offers TV spectators films through a broadband internet connection and a set top box. Each 
month six new titles from all genres will be offered by the joint library which gathers 12,000 films. 
The films are available in standard (3Mbps) or high (6Mbps) definition quality at a cost of Y420 
(€3.2) and Y630 (€5) per movie.  
Press Article: 
http://www.screendaily.com/ScreenDailyArticle.aspx?intStoryID=43829&strSearch=five%20japan
ese%20majors&strCallingPage=ScreenDailySearchSite.aspx 

 
 

FERA 
 
FERA Activities 
 
Executive Committee Meeting on 31 March in Amsterdam 
The Executive Committee members of FERA met on March 31 in Amsterdam at the invitation of 
the Dutch Directors Guild. A meeting and a dinner with members of the board of the Dutch 
Directors Guild was organised the day before. The agenda of the FERA Executive Committee 
Meeting included administrative and financial issues, preparation of the Annual General Assembly 
Meeting and 2009 projects. The next meeting of the FERA Executive Committee may take place 
in May in Cannes as most of the members will be there. 
 
 



Uni-Mei Creators Seminar on 6 and 7 April in Madrid 
Cécile Despringre was invited by Uni-Mei, the European federation of trade unions in Media, 
Entertainment and Arts, to address the trade unions’ representatives gathered in Madrid for a 
seminar focusing on Creators’ rights, on directors’ rights and issues.  
 
Conference on the Future of Intellectual Property on 23 and 24 April in Brussels 
Upon the invitation of the Goethe Institute, Cécile Despringre participated on 24 April to a 
conference on the future of Intellectual Property in Brussels, mainly focused on questioning the 
validity of authors’ rights in the digital age. In her panel related to the future of music and film 
industry, Cécile Despringre defended the intellectual property rights of film directors. 
http://www.intellectualproperty-conference.eu/ 
 
News from the Members 
 
4th Film Forum organised by ARP in Dijon 
The 4th Film Forum in Dijon will take place next 15 to 18 October. The meeting is organised by 
ARP, Dijon City and Bourgogne Region and focuses on the exchange of information and the 
creation of common objectives among directors, screenwriters and producers in Europe. 
http://www.larp.fr/rubrique.php3?id_rubrique=16 
http://www.rencontres-cinematographiques-de-dijon.fr/  
 
 

AGENDA 
 
Media Programme Info Day on 15 May in Cannes 
The next MEDIA Programme Info Day will take place on 15 May in the frame of the Cannes Film 
Festival. It will focus on the presentation of MEDIA Development projects, VoD projects supported 
by MEDIA and MEDIA International (preparatory action/MEDIA Mundus). 
  
European Audiovisual Observatory Conference on 17 May in Cannes 
The European Audiovisual Observatory has announced its annual conference in Cannes titled 
“Show me the money! Monitoring film revenues and collecting rights-holders’ money”. The 
workshop will take place on May 17 and will start with the presentation of European cinema 
figures in 2008. Other panels will focus on the legal position of right-holders’ revenues profits; 
Eurimages funding strategy; current ways of monitoring films’ revenues; and finally new future 
business models and context of distribution. 
http://www.obs.coe.int/about/oea/pr/mif2009.html 
 
FERA General Assembly Meeting on 11 to 13 June in Budapest 
FERA office has confirmed the Annual General Assembly Meeting of FERA members on 11 to 13 
June in Budapest, thanks to the financial support of the Hungarian Ministry of Culture and the 
organisation of Filmunió, the Hungarian promotion body for Hungarian films. FERA members are 
requested to urgently register by 4 May. 


