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FERA Activities

FERA Executive Committee Meeting - Paris - 29 January 2009
The Executive Committee members of FERA discussed the ongoing financial difficulties of FERA
and the impact on planned 2009 activities; a conference on film online and a series of “Directors
in Dialogue” live events to be staged in collaboration with key European film festivals. Plans for
the General Assembly Meeting in June are well underway. The Executive Committee also
discussed the potential for cooperation on key issues with other film related organisations,
including the European Film Academy and the Federation of Screenwriters in Europe (FSE).
Meetings were arranged for a delegation of the Executive Committee attending the Berlinale.

FERA Executive Committee delegation to the Berlin International Film Festival 7/8
February 2009
Birgitte Staermose, Peter Carpentier, Kurt Mayer and Cécile Despringre met with members of the
board of the European Film Academy to discuss a potential partnership on the FERA “Directors in
Dialogue” project and met with a delegation of FSE to discuss issues of common ground. A
meeting was also organised with Filmunió, the Hungarian institution which is helping FERA
organise the GAM next June in Budapest. It was also the occasion to meet Eurimages
representatives, Europa Distribution and the Copenhagen Documentary film festival which is
interested in collaboration on the “Directors in Dialogue” project.

The President of FERA wrote to the President of the European Commission
István Szabó, President of FERA, wrote to José Manuel Barroso, President of the European
Commission, to draw his attention to the need to redefine the portfolios of the future
Commissioners in order to gather under the responsibility of a single Commissioner the fields of
Culture, Audiovisual policy and industries and Intellectual Property Rights.
Letter on FERA website:
http://www.ferainfo.org/documents.php

European Parliament

The EP Working Group on Authors’ Rights focused on Authors’ Rights in the
audiovisual sector on 28 January
Cécile Despringre, CEO of FERA, was invited to deliver a presentation on authors’ rights in the
audiovisual sector to the EP working group, with Gregory Paulger, European Commission
Director for Audiovisual, Media and Internet and David Grosz of Orange, telecom operator. This
working group has been set up by the EP committee on Legal Affairs and aims to discuss
copyright issues without the time pressure of a legislative agenda. The focus on authors’ rights in
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the audiovisual sector was a good opportunity for FERA to enlighten MEPs on the specific
contractual issues of directors and the need to improve their capacity to enforce their rights, in the
online environment in particular.

European Commission

Last meeting of the Creative Content Online Platform on 21 January with the
participation of Christian Carion, French film director
The Creative Content Online Platform, an initiative of Commissioner Reding to discuss, with
selected national experts, the topics which arouse from the 2008 Creative Content Online
Communication and public consultation, held its 5th and the last meeting on 21 January on cultural
diversity. For the first time, a film director participated in the discussion (Christian Carion, French
film director member of ARP). The European Commission will publish a report of the work of the
Creative Content Online Platform in March. Contrary to what was announced last year, no
legislative initiative is expected in 2009.
European Commission webpage dedicated to Content Online:
http://ec.europa.eu/avpolicy/other_actions/content_online/index_en.htm

Competition

The European Commission prolongs film support rules until December 2012
On 28 January, the European Commission adopted a Communication extending the validity of the
state aid assessment criteria for the production of films and audiovisual works until 31 December
2012. These criteria, laid down in the Commission Cinema Communication of 2001, already
extended in 2004 and 2007, are used by the Commission to approve Europe’s national, regional
and local film support schemes under the EU's state aid rules. The new Commission
Communication also identifies a number of trends which are likely to have to be addressed by a
future Cinema Communication according to the Commission. The more recent trends include
support for aspects other than film and TV production (such as film distribution and digital
projection), regional film support schemes, as well as competition among some Member States to
use State aid to attract inward investment from large-scale, mainly US, film production
companies. These trends might lead in due course to a refinement of the state aid criteria in a
future Cinema Communication. However, the Commission wishes to reflect on this with the
Member States, the film support bodies and the European film industry.
EC Press Release:
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/138&format=HTML&aged=0&lan
guage=EN&guiLanguage=fr

European Cinema

First estimates of the European Audiovisual Observatory for the European cinema
attendance
The European Audiovisual Observatory has presented on 9 February the first estimated figures
for European Cinema attendance in 2008. The biggest change in terms of attendance is
represented by the Russian Federation whose figures grew up to 16% (124 million tickets sold)
and which became the 2008’s 4th largest market in Europe in terms of attendance. Other



3

significant results came from France (+6.2%), Turkey (+23.6%) and Germany (+3.2%). Central
and Eastern Europe countries registered a significant growth: Slovakia (+18.2%), Bulgaria
(+12.1%) and Poland (+3.4%). Finally, exceptional were the data registered by Scandinavian
countries, especially Norway (+9.7%), Denmark (+8.9%) and Finland (+7.4%). This success was
consolidated by the increasing in national production demanding: domestic titles reached 60% in
Turkey, followed by France (45.7%), the Czech Republic (39.6%), Denmark (33%) and the UK
(31%).
European Audiovisual Observatory Press release:
http://www.obs.coe.int/about/oea/pr/berlinale2009.html

Stable results in 2008 for Cinema-going in Western European Cinemas
According to the figures announced by MEDIA Salles on 7 February, the number of viewers in
Western European cinemas in 2008 grew by 0.2% compared to 2007, reaching 867 million
admissions. An analysis of the individual markets reveals varying trends in 2008. Of the five
leading countries, France (+6.2%) confirmed itself as the top European market, Germany (+3.2%)
and the UK (+1.1%) closed the year with positive results. Conversely Spain and Italy registered a
substantial drop respectively of 8.5% and 4.2%. Other negative figures come from Greece with a
drop of around 13%, Belgium (-3.1%) and Portugal (-2.1%). Stability was instead registered in
other countries such as Switzerland, Austria, Ireland, Iceland, the Netherlands and Luxembourg.
However, there are very positive figures especially for smaller markets such as Denmark (+3%)
and Sweden (+2%) with excellent results for Finland (+7.7%) and Norway (+9.7%) principally
thanks to domestic productions.
Media Salles Press Release:
http://www.mediasalles.it/ybk_com/pr_ybk08_eng.htm

French cinema at its zenith in 2008
According to the figures published by the National Film Centre (CNC), 2008 was an excellent year
for French cinema for audience figures with a total of 188.82m admissions, for domestic
production and coproduction with a total of 240 feature films accredited and for market share: the
market share for French films (45.7%) exceeded that of US features (44.5%), for the second time
since 1986. This outstanding year for French film owes a lot to the 20.4m admissions garnered by
Welcome to the Sticks.
Press Articles:
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=88922
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=89498
http://www.european-creative-industries.eu/Presse/tabid/56/newsId/602/Default.aspx

Germany: Positive 2008 results show rise in admissions
Positive results for German box office were presented by the FFA (the regulatory body for
German film): there was an increase in admissions of 4 million compared to 2007 (129.4 million
admissions in 2008), thanks in particular to the success of local productions. National films
reached 26.6% market share, attracting 33.9m viewers and representing the best result since
1991. For the first time, a documentary – German/UK co-production Earth – appears in the Top
10.
Press Article:
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=89890

UK: Production slowdown spoils positive box office
According to the UK Film Council, in 2008 UK and Ireland box office rose up to 5% in respect to
2007. However, the production expenditure dropped to 23% (£578m in 2008 against 2007’s
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£753m) and inward investment films decreased by 35%. The number of feature films made was
down to 111 from 2007’s 126, among which 66 domestic feature films were produced with the
total of £192m invested (21% higher than 2007’s £158m). According to John Woodward, UKFC
CEO, this slowdown in film production and foreign investment was an effect of the exchange rate,
the recent US writers’ strike and the increasing of fiscal incentives in the US market.
Press Article:
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=89502

Italy: Positive 2008 results
According to ANICA’s annual report, the Italian market is holding strong. 99.3 million admissions
were recorded, a slight drop from 2007 (-4.1%). The market share of Italian films is nevertheless
also holding, at 29%, thus continuing the positive trend of recent years. There was a huge rise in
films produced in 2008 – an overall 154, 30 more than in 2007 – due above all to the growth of
low budget films – 29, compared to 5 two years ago.
Press Article:
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=89606

Poland: record year at box office and for Polish film
The 2008 season saw the highest audience figures in Poland for the past 20 years with 34.1m
admissions. Moreover, Polish productions are the source of these excellent results, as in 2007.
With almost 60 features films, 2008 brought major success for domestic productions to celebrate
the 100th anniversary of Polish film. This upturn owes much to Poland’s new film law and the
creation of the Polish Film Institute. Added to this is the new funding system aimed at Polish
productions and co-productions.
Press Articles:
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=89046
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=89050

Greece: Market share rises amidst dropping admissions
Although the end of the year registered a significant decline (18%) in general admissions with a
total of 9.7 million tickets sold, Greek films managed to stand their ground, thus achieving a slight
rise in market share, from last year’s 16.2% to this year’s 19.6%.
Press Article:
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=89536

Finland: A good year for Finnish films
General admissions were up by 7% from 2007, to 7 million, a level not seen since 2003. With 1.5
million admissions, 2008 was a good year for Finnish films, which upped their local market by 3%
to 23%, almost returning to the 2006 level of 24%. As in 2007, three Finnish films made it to local
Top Ten.
Press Article:
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=89620

Audiovisual Policies in Member States

Adoption of the French law banning advertising from French public TV
On 4 February, the law banning advertising form French State televisions has been finally
adopted by the French Parliament with 175 votes in favour and 66 against. As the law was not



5

formally adopted before the 5 January deadline, the measure to ban advertising on prime time
has been decided by the Executive Committee of France Television under the pressure of the
government. Based on BBC model, the law provides that advertising will be completely abolished
by 2011. The loss of funds (around €800m which would be transferred to private stations) would
be recuperated by taxing commercial television publicity income (3%) and introducing a tax on
internet and telephone providers (0.9%), resulting in €450m of funding for 2009.
Press Articles:
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2008/jan/10/france.advertising
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/fury-in-france-as-sarkozy-bans-adverts-from-
state-tv-1225812.html
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/article/0,,3932880,00.html

Cinema, Audiovisual and Internet Trends

European digital screen base grew by 70% during 2007
On 13 January, the European Audiovisual Observatory in cooperation with MEDIA Salles
reported a growth of 70% in the number of digital screens (897) in Europe as of December 2007,
70% up from the previous year. This represents an estimated 3% of the entire European screen
base and compares to 4 576 digital screens in the US. In Europe, the United Kingdom, thanks to
the UK Film Council initiative, took the lead in the digitisation process counting 284 digital
screens, followed by Germany with 151. Together these two countries accounted for almost half
of the entire digital screen base in Europe by the end of 2007.
European Audiovisual Observatory Press Release:
http://www.obs.coe.int/about/oea/pr/a08vol3.html

Digital roll out: Europa Distribution against VPF model
Europa Distribution has expressed its concern about the ongoing digital switch within the film
market, reflecting on its challenges and on the potential results of current digital equipment in
European cinemas. According to the network of over 60 independent European distributors, the
dominant business models proposed in Europe are strongly influenced by the Virtual Print Fee
Model (VPF), implemented by the US Majors, which does not necessarily suit the needs of
independent distributors and exhibitors. According to Europa Distribution, the VPF model will
have severe effects on medium and small distribution in Europe, increasing the costs, as well as
a strong impact on film circulation, compromising in this way the diversity of independent
exhibition, distribution and production structures.
Cineuropa Article:
http://cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=89805
Europa Distribution Memo on Digital Roll-Out:
http://www.europa-
distribution.org/files/2008_3_20%20Point%20on%20the%20digital%20roll%20out%20in%20Euro
pe.doc

UKFC launches film search engine
The UK Film Council has launched the free film search engine FindAnyFilm.com which allows
users to search legally any film in any format around the UK. Based on the Google Search
technology and aggregates data from over 1,200 different sources, FindAnyFilm has already
30,000 film records in different languages and is daily up-dated. FindAnyFilm features films
available for viewing in the UK: this could be a retail purchase, ticket purchase, or viewing via
digital download/streaming. According to Peter Buckingham, head of Distribution and Exhibition at
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the UKFC, “the website is the fastest place to find a film to watch in any format, if it’s legally
available in the UK”.
Press Article:
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=89628

The European Commission launches a study on multi-territorial licensing for the
online distribution of audiovisual works in the European Union
KEA (Kern European Affairs) in partnership with Armines has been selected by the European
Commission to conduct a study on multi-territorial licensing for the online distribution of
audiovisual works, which has been identified in the 2008 Communication on Creative Content
Online as one of the main horizontal challenges. According to the European Commission, the
current licensing system requires individual copyright agreements for each Member State despite
an online environment which allows content services to be made available in different territories
or, indeed across the whole of Europe. The objectives of the study are mainly to assess the
cardinal challenges for the development of a multi-territory distribution business model, to analyse
its economic and cultural consequences and to indicate policy options aiming at fostering such
development. The draft study report will be presented by the contractor to stakeholders during a
one day workshop towards the end of 2009. The final report is due for the first semester of 2010.
European Commission Annoucement:
http://ec.europa.eu/avpolicy/info_centre/library/studies/index_en.htm#eurworks

MEDIA Programme

2009 MEDIA International Preparatory Action
On 18 December 2008, the European Parliament voted a budget of €5 million for the second year
of activity of the Preparatory Action MEDIA International. The Action aims to explore ways of
strengthening collaboration between EU and non-European professionals on a basis of reciprocal
benefit. A new call for proposals is opening in February 2009 and covers 5 areas: 1) Training of
audiovisual professionals in all the areas of audiovisual industry; 2) Promotion of cinematographic
and audiovisual works; 3) Distribution of third countries audiovisual works in cinemas in the EU
and vice versa; 4) Screening cinematographic works in cinemas; 5) Improving and increasing
potential audiences and supporting film literacy events.
European Commission Webpage:
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/media/prep_action/index_en.htm

The New MEDIA MUNDUS Programme (2011-2013)
On 9 January, the European Commission adopted the new MEDIA MUNDUS programme, a
broad international cooperation programme for the audiovisual industry to strengthen cultural and
commercial relations between Europe's film industry and film-makers of third countries. The EU
will provide €15 million of funding for 2011-2013 for projects submitted by audiovisual
professionals from the EU and third countries. Cooperation with the European film industry is in
strong demand around the globe as shown by the initial success of the MEDIA International
Preparatory Action under which the EU provided €2 million of funding in 2008 for 18 projects
involving international partners.
EC Press Release:
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/26&format=HTML&aged=0&lang
uage=EN&guiLanguage=en
Cineuropa Article:
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http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=89036

€6.3 million for 18 European VoD and Digital Cinema Distribution Projects
For the second year, the MEDIA Programme allocated €6.3 million for funding 18 (instead of 12
from the previous year) between the 46 submitted European Video on Demand and Digital
Cinema Distribution projects. Among these 18 projects, 10 will be supported for the second year.
17 VoD platforms share €5.75 million, among which some of the reconfirmed projects are the
French platform Universciné, the Scandinavian portal Movieurope and the archive portal Europa
Film Treasures.
UK Media Desk News:
http://www.mediadesk.co.uk/news/_341/

2009 EDN Financing guide for Documentary
The EDN - European Documentary Network - has published the financing guide 2009 which
provides information on the documentary production. The guide is divided in different sections:
Distributors; VoD (info on Video on Demand platforms selling documentaries); Funds (for
International documentary); International Broadcasters; European Broadcasters.
EDN Website:
http://www.edn.dk/art.lasso?na=200404&ndd=9

Application of the Audiovisual Media Services Directive

Launch of the monitoring of the respect of the Audiovisual Media Services
Directive’s rules on advertising in the European Union
Gfk Mediametrie has been entrusted by the European Commission with the mission of monitoring
the respect of the rules on audiovisual commercial communications provided for in the
Audiovisual Media Services Directive (AMSD). More specifically, the study will examine, on one
hand, the level of enforcement of the rules already provided in the Television Without Frontiers
directive in force until the end of 2009 and, on the other hand, Member States’ compliance with
the new rules of the AMSD (product placement, sponsoring, etc.) which will enter into force after
2010.
European Commission Annoucement:
http://ec.europa.eu/avpolicy/info_centre/tenders/archives/index_en.htm

Copyright

British Government presents the “Digital Britain” Interim Report
On 29 January, the Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) and Department for
Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform (BERR) presented the “Digital Britain” Interim
Report which analyses the many challenges that the Digital Industry is facing (the needs of
expanding broadband, copyright and piracy issues, original UK contents, harmful contents and
media literacy) and appoints the cooperation between Government, content industry and Internet
providers as the main tools for succeeding. In the digital content section, the interim report
proposes to discuss with stakeholders two main proposals: 1) the establishment of a Rights
Agency to bring rights holders and distributors together to agree on how to provide incentives for
the legal use of copyright material, to work to prevent unlawful uses and to enable technical
copyright support solutions that work both for consumers and content creators. 2) New legislation
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requiring ISPs to notify alleged infringers of rights that their conduct is unlawful and to collect
anonymous information on serious repeat infringers to be made available to right holders together
with personal details on receipt of a court order. The concept of a new Rights Agency and
legislative action aimed specifically at addressing unlawful peer-to-peer file-sharing could be
major steps forward. Feedback and comments on this interim report are expected before 12
March 2009. The final Digital Britain Report will be published in early summer.
Digital Britain Interim Report:
http://www.culture.gov.uk/what_we_do/broadcasting/5631.aspx
Cineuropa Article:
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=89752

Dutch libraries, archives and museums reached agreement with rights holders on
the digitisation and accessibility of their heritage collections
According to a press release issued on 30 January by VOI©E, the Dutch association of
organisations for the collective management of Intellectual Property Rights, this agreement is a
major breakthrough in the discussion regarding the copyright aspects of digitising collections held
by libraries and archives. There is concern in many countries regarding how to deal with orphan
works, whose rights holders cannot be traced. The essence of the Dutch agreement is that the
libraries receive permission, on certain conditions, from virtually all rights holders to digitise their
collections and make them available on their own premises for teaching and research purposes.
The works concerned must be part of Dutch heritage and no longer commercially available.
Separate consent is required, however, if the digitised works are made more widely available, for
example by means of remote access or via the Internet. In that case, an agreed payment must be
made, but the library will not need to go in search of the rights holders as this will be done by the
collective management societies.
VOI©E Press Release:
http://www.sitegenerator.bibliotheek.nl/fobid/img/docs/DigitiCE%20Persbericht%20ENGELS.doc

Culture

EU Platform “Access to Culture” - Working Group “Creativity and Artistic Creation”
On 3 February, Marzia Rezzin has participated on behalf of FERA in the “Creativity and Artistic
Creation” working group of the EU Platform “Access to Culture”. Launched in June 2008, the aim
of the Creativity and Creation working group is to advocate for the best conditions for artist
creation, to ensure access to the creativity process for all, and to explore the creativity of the arts
sector. The main task of the EU Platform Access to Culture, along with the Platform on Cultural
Industries is to produce a policy document with recommendations mainly directed at the
European Commission and the Member States, which will be discussed with the broader culture
sector during a large-scale European Cultural Forum which will be taking place on 28-30
September 2009 in Brussels. These Platforms have been created by the European Commission
to reinforce the dialogue with the civil society cultural organisations of European dimension and to
respond to the EC’s need for advice on the implementation of the European Agenda for Culture
and on the future of the cultural programme beyond 2013.
European Commission Website:
http://ec.europa.eu/culture/our-policy-development/doc1199_en.htm
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Spanish Government’s plan to support cultural industries
The Spanish Culture Minister César Antonio Molina has recently presented the Cultural Industries
Fostering Plan aiming to give a strong support to the cultural industries and contribute to their
consolidation and modernisation. Together with traditional and consolidated cultural industries
(cinema, scenic arts, painting, sculpture, photography and music), the plan includes new creative
sectors such as audiovisual digital contents industry and new multimedia creative genres. The
plan aims to reduce the effects of the global financial crisis by increasing credit to cultural
companies that suffer present liquidity restrictions and disposing an amount of €30.240.000.
Press Article:
http://www.european-creative-industries.eu/Presse/tabid/56/newsId/599/Default.aspx

European Union External Relations

Information meeting of the civil society on the Cultural Cooperation Protocol with
Korea on 26 January
Following letters sent by the European cultural and audiovisual organisations to the European
Commission which expressed concerns about the negotiation of a cultural cooperation protocol
between the EU and Korea as part of the bilateral trade agreement currently under negotiation by
DG Trade, the European Commission organised a meeting with civil society to inform it about the
negotiation process and present them the provisions of the protocol which is under discussion.
Most of the organisations represented at the meeting, including FERA and the European
Coalitions for Cultural Diversity, reiterated their concerns and asked for the disconnection of the
negotiation of the bilateral trade agreement on one hand and of the protocol on the other hand, in
order to respect the autonomy of cultural negotiations. The current method of negotiation
implemented by GD Trade which mixes the two, include cultural and audiovisual aspects in a
global negotiation which would allow a trade off between the audiovisual sector and other
economic fields. The European Commission currently pressures Member States to conclude this
negotiation rapidly.
French Coalition for Cultural Diversity Press Release:
http://www.coalitionfrancaise.org/actus/communiques.php?r=&sr=comm

Lisbon treaty

Polish President will not sign Lisbon Treaty before the Irish referendum
Despite the Polish Parliament's foreign affairs committee agreed on the ratification of the Lisbon
Treaty, the Polish President Lech Kaczynski has reiterated that Poland will not sign the treaty
before the Irish referendum (expected in autumn). Besides Ireland and Poland, Germany and the
Czech Republic have also not yet ratified the EU treaty.
Press Article:
http://euobserver.com/18/27446

Irish changes to Lisbon Treaty are vital for Czech ratification
According to the Head of the EU Affairs committee at the Senate - Ludek Sefzig - the ratification
of the Lisbon treaty in the Czech Senate will be “problematic” if the EU protocols guaranteed to
the Irish for a second referendum will not be adopted. Czech Government interrupted the
ratification procedure after the Irish referendum in order to have more time for discussion on
specific issues in the area of Justice and Home affairs at national and EU level. Mr Sefzig claimed
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that already when the treaty was agreed, the Czech Parliament was not “fully satisfied” with the
deal obtained by the government. However, the Senate is willing to support and adopt the Lisbon
treaty, as long as the protocols promised in December to the Irish people will be adopted.
Press Article:
http://euobserver.com/18/27440

German Court doubtful of Lisbon treaty power transfer
After Ireland, Poland and Czech Republic, Germany is the fourth Member State of the Union
which did not yet ratified the EU Treaty. On 10 and 11 February, some of the judges of the
German Constitutional Court have in fact argued that the Lisbon Treaty exceeds the limit to which
the national constitution allows the transfer of Germany sovereign rights. According to MP Peter
Gauweiler (Bavarian conservative and leader of the opposition to the treaty), the treaty violates
the rights given to German people by allowing the European Court of Justice to decide upon
national issues. Treaty supporters (including the Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier
and Interior Minister Wolfgang Schäuble) tried to dismiss the judges' worries, arguing that
conversely the shift of competence to EU level would strengthen rather than weaken
Germany. Although German Parliament approved the treaty, the ratification will not be completed
before the President Horst Köhler has signed it. Köhler affirmed that he will wait the Court
decision (not expected before May) before signing it.
Press Articles:
http://www.euractiv.com/en/future-eu/german-court-wary-eu-treaty-power-shift/article-179372
http://euobserver.com/18/27452
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/article/0,,4014145,00.html

News from the Members

German Directors Guild BVR Public Debate at the Berlinale: “The future of film: lost
in pixels? Film in the era of digital (re)production
On 6 February, the German Directors Guild organised a symposium and a public discussion on
how digital developments affect the way films are made, and, just as important, the way it
influences the exploitation of film and TV programmes in the new media (internet, telecom etc.).
In his keynote, Prof. Gerhard Pfennig, general manager of the collecting society VG Bild/Kunst,
illustrated the point that so far in Germany not much has been achieved yet to meet the
challenges of digital distribution and remuneration. Therefore, the German Directors Guild has
openly proposed all TV stations to start mutual negotiations concerning a general framework
(collective bargaining agreement) for remuneration and exploitation for commissioned fiction
production of TV films, series and documentaries (which constitute the vast majority of fiction
programmes). The previous day at the BVR General assembly the members of the guild had
decided to proceed with lawsuits if necessary to finally get the broadcasters at the negotiating
table as users of the films and programmes. These topics were also the core of the public debate
where the directors Jo Baier, Marco Kreuzpaintner, Dennis Gansel and moderator Rolf Silber
discussed in a front of a full house of professionals with producer Martin Hoffmann, Cay Wesnigk,
documentary filmmaker and FERA representative for AG Dok, as well as media-journalist and
reporter Andreas Wirwalski. They assessed the new possibilities of digital cameras and recording
devices, new formats like new series and the aforementioned films that are directly produced for
the internet - and their implications for concrete aspects of authors’ rights and remuneration.
http://www.regieverband.de/
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SRF is looking for the next Artistic Director of the Directors' Fortnight at the
Cannes International Film Festival
The French Film Directors’ Society (SRF), which funded the Directors Fortnight in Cannes, is
recruiting for this position opening November 2009, for the preparation of the 2010 edition, on a 8
month wages basis (from Nov. to June). Fluent French is required. Send application, including a
statement of interest and curriculum vitae by March 1st 2009 to: Amélie Chatellier, SRF Managing
Director, at ameliechatellier@la-srf.fr or by mail at 14 rue Alexandre Parodi 75010 Paris, France.
http://www.la-srf.fr/

ARP filmmakers met with the French Minister of Culture
A delegation of ARP filmmakers met with Mrs Christine Albanel, French Minister of Culture, at the
end of January to discuss the three main files which are currently at the heart of the
cinematographic sector economy: the draft law “Creation and internet”, the reform of the public
television and the negotiations with Orange and its cinema TV channels.
http://www.larp.fr/article.php3?id_article=863&actu

First Gaudí Prizes of the Catalan Cinema Academy
On 19 January, for the first time, the Catalan Cinema Academy awarded the Catalan cinema
professionals in 21 categories with the Gaudí Prizes. Upon the initiative of the Collegi del
Directors de Cinema de Catalunya, the Gaudí Prize has the objective to promote the best of
Catalan cinema, whether films or professionals. The Catalan Cinema Academy is going to award
the Gaudí Prizes every year.
http://www.academiadelcinema.cat/en.html

ARF/FDS (Swiss Filmmakers association) Study on youth access to
cinematographic culture
In collaboration with the department of psychology of the Zurich University, ARF/FDS conducted
a research project on youth access to cinematographic culture in Switzerland, which was
concluded in June 2008 with the publication of the final report. The recommendations and the
study are available in French, German and Italian on the ARF/FDS website.
http://www.realisateurs.ch/fr/association/jeunesse-cin-ma

Forthcoming Events

EU XXL Forum, 3 to 8 March 2009
Again in 2009, the EU XXL Film, directed by Mercedes Echerer, Austrian actress and former
member of the European Parliament, dedicates a full week of discussions, presentations,
workshops and film screenings to the European audiovisual sector in Krems, Austria. The 2009
special focus is dedicated to Screenwriters in Europe. The EU XXL Forum will discuss the recent
European developments relevant to the audiovisual sector. Cécile Despringre, CEO of FERA has
been invited to participate in a discussion on Authors’ rights contract law on 6 March.
http://www.eu-xxl.at

Czech Presidency Conference on Audiovisual policy on 19 and 20 March in Prague
István Szabó and Cécile Despringre have been invited by the Czech EU Presidency to deliver
speeches at the conference organised by the Czech Ministry of Culture and titled “About the
responsibilities of content providers and users”. István Szabó will make a contribution in the
opening session and Cécile Despringre will be part of a panel on product placement. Cécile
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Despringre will take the opportunity of being in Prague to meet the association of Czech
audiovisual directors and screenwriters, member of FERA.
http://www.media-conference.cz/programme/


