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FERA Activities

FERA Executive Committee Meeting and European Film Music Days in Paris on 13
and 14 November 2008
The Executive Committee members of FERA met on the fringe of the first European Film Music
Days organized in Paris by the Federation of Film and Audiovisual Composers of Europe
(FFACE) and the French Union des Compositeurs de Musique de Film (UCMF). The EC
members worked on the FERA 2009 projects (Film Online Conference, Directors in Dialogue in
Festivals and General Assembly Meeting) and on the draft contributions to the European
Commission’s consultations on State Aids to Cinema and Copyright in the Knowledge Society
(see separate information). Cécile Despringre and Hrvoje Hribar were panelists in round tables at
the European Film Music Days on November 14 th, whereas all the Executive Committee members
participated to the final session on November 15th.
European Film Music Days website:
http://www.film-music-days.com/en/

Europa Distribution Annual Conference and meeting with the new Directors’
Portuguese Association on 20 and 21 November in Estoril, Portugal
Cécile Despringre was invited by the European Independent Film distributors to their annual
conference at the Estoril Film Festival in Portugal to give to the participants an overview of the
recent developments in European audiovisual policy (the audiovisual medias services directive,
the telecom package, the creative content online discussion and copyright issues). The
conference was addressing the new technologies’ challenges for European distributors: new-
comers in film business, new modes of film consumptions, new promotion and distribution forms,
digital roll-out, VOD issues (exclusivity, territoriality, and media chronology), etc. Interesting
presentations are available on the Europa Distribution website. The FERA CEO also had the
opportunity to meet with Margarida Gil, President, and Teresa Garcia, member of the Board of the
new Portuguese Association of Directors. A mission report is available on request.
Europa Distribution website:
http://www.europa-distribution.org/

General Assembly of Cineuropa on 5 December in Brussels
FERA has been invited to become member of the association which runs the website
www.cineuropa.org. Cécile Despringre accepted this position on behalf of FERA at the Cineuropa
General Assembly Meeting held on December 5th in Brussels and took this opportunity to
congratulate the association for the excellent information website on European cinema in four
languages, that FERA very often quotes in its Newsletter.
Cineuropa website:
www.cineuropa.org
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Mission to Budapest for the preparation of the next FERA General Assembly
Meeting on 8 and 9 December
Cécile Despringre travelled to Budapest in December to work on the financing and organisation of
the next FERA GAM on June 2009 in the city. With the great help of István Szabó, President of
FERA, many meetings and encounters have been organised to build a partnership with the
Hungarian authorities and draw the attention of the film community to this important forthcoming
event. A mission report is available on request.

FERA Newsletters now available on the website
The FERA website has been amended in order to display the all list of FERA Newsletters. New
editions will be uploaded on the website a few days after being sent to FERA members.
New section for FERA Newsletters:
http://www.ferainfo.org/newsletters.php

European Council

The Czech Presidency of the European Union started on 1st January 2009
The Czech Republic took over the Presidency of the European Union from France on 1st January.
The Czech Republic chose the following catchphrase to express the philosophy of the Czech
Presidency: "Europe without barriers" and defined three main priorities, the "3Es": the Economy,
Energy and External Relations". In the audiovisual field, its main priority will be the
implementation of the Audiovisual Media Services Directive and in the electronic communications’
field, the Czech Presidency will look for a compromise between the Council and the European
Parliament in order to close the legislative process of the Telecom Package by the end of its
semester.
Czech Presidency Website:
http://www.eu2009.cz
Interview of the Czech Prime Minister Mirek Topolánek on the Council Website:
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/cms3_fo/focusView.asp?lang=en&id=1&mode=g&name=

Presidency Conclusions of the European Council on the Lisbon Treaty on 12
December 2008
The European Council, which gathers the Heads of State or Government of the Member States of
the European Union and the President of the Commission, found solutions to unlock the Lisbon
treaty ratification process after the negative Irish referendum in June 2008. The Irish Prime
Minister committed to organize a new referendum by the end of the mandate of the current
Commission in October 2009. In exchange, the European Council agreed that each Member
States could continue to have a Commissioner. However, if the Irish referendum is again
negative, the Nice Treaty will continue to apply and the number of Commissioners will be
reduced. From the European Council, Ireland also obtained guarantees on concerns of the Irish
people related to taxation policy, family, social and ethical issues and neutrality which were very
much discussed at the time of the first referendum. Apart from Ireland, the Czech Republic is the
only country which did not ratify the Lisbon Treaty yet.
Presidency Conclusions:
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/ueDocs/cms_Data/docs/pressData/en/ec/104692.pdf
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EU Council of Ministers

Culture Council Conclusions on the development of the legal offer and the
prevention and combating of piracy of 20 November 2008
The 27 Culture Ministers of the EU adopted Council conclusions on the development of legal
offers of online cultural and creative content and the prevention and combating of piracy in the
digital environment. The Conclusions invite the Member States to launch or encourage as soon
as possible concerted approaches designed to find concrete, effective, fair and proportionate
solutions promoting the development of a legal online offer and the prevention and combating of
piracy; to contribute actively to the promotion of European audiovisual and film offers by linear
and non linear audiovisual media services in the context of the implementation of the Audiovisual
Media Services Directive and to invite the Commission to present a report within 18 months on
the various initiatives being undertaken. Members States and Commission are also invited to
improve consumer information on copyright and the consequences of failure to observe it. Finally,
it invites all the parties concerned to launch or join consultations, in a constructive spirit, to find
concrete, effective and fair solutions promoting the development of legal online offers and the
prevention and combating of piracy.
Culture Council Conclusions:
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/ueDocs/cms_Data/docs/pressData/en/educ/104198.pdf

Political Agreement of the Telecommunication Council on the Telecom Package on
27 November 2008
After the European Parliament first reading of the Telecom Package on September 24 (FERA
Newsletter #8 November 2008), the 27 EU Telecommunications Ministers reached a political
agreement on the Commission’s proposal on November 27. This political agreement is nor good
neither bad for the creative sector. On one hand, the Ministers did not accept the EP amendment
138 of M. Bono which aimed to hinder the legislative process of the French bill “Creation and
Internet”. However, the signatories of the EP amendment have already announced that they will
table it again for the second reading of the European Parliament, scheduled for April 2009. On the
other hand, the Ministers undermined the positive provisions adopted by the Parliament in first
reading on the Internet Service Providers’ obligation to inform subscribers on copyright. FERA
wrote to the Telecom Ministers of a number of countries before the Council to ask them to
maintain these provisions. Nevertheless, the political agreement provides that Member States
may introduce such an obligation in their national law (instead of shall). In order to try to bring
together the three institutions’ positions (Commission, Council and EP) in the view of the EP
second reading, “trilogue” meetings have started on 16 December and will continue until April.
The Telecom Council Press Release:
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st16/st16326.en08.pdf

European Parliament

European Parliament’s Cultural Diversity Days: Encounter between the European
Union and the United States
The Culture Committee of the European Parliament organised the second edition of the European
Parliament Cultural Diversity Days on 2 December in Brussels and invited the President of FERA,
István Szabó, to take part in the event focused on "Cultural Diversity: Encounters between the
European Union and the United States". The first part of the programme was dedicated to
European and US cultural policies. Louise Oliver, Permanent Representative of the United States
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of America to UNESCO, spoke for the first time publicly on the negotiations on the 2005
UNESCO Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions.
She highlighted the American approach to culture, which differs from the EU cultural policies.
Gregory Paulger, representing the Commission (DG INFSO), retraced the development of
European culture policy and highlighted key steps such as the TV Without Frontiers Directive, the
Uruguay Round audiovisual negotiations and, finally, article 151 of the Treaty which embodies the
European cultural diversity. In the second part, on the economics of culture in question, István
Szabó underlined the role of the cinema for the expression of identities, the responsibility of
content providers, the need to address piracy and author's rights issues in the cultural field.
Luciana Castellina, former Chairwoman of the Culture Committee in the 90s, reiterated the core
of the UNESCO Convention where culture is not a good like the others. Digitalization gives a
chance to disseminate culture worldwide but some copyright issues are still to be solved. Finally,
Ambassador Oliver welcomed the atmosphere of a debate with mutual understanding and
respect, stating that the US and Europe, with different systems, approaches and different ways of
achieving a common goal, share the goal of global diversity of culture. A full report is available on
request.
Newsletter of the European Parliament’s Committee on Culture and Education:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/200812/20081212ATT44412/20081212A
TT44412EN.pdf

Competition

FERA Contribution to the Extension of the 2001 Cinema Communication
On 12 December, FERA sent a contribution to the European Commission's public consultation
concerning plans to extend the State aid assessment criteria of the 2001 Cinema Communication
until 31 December 2012. In its contribution, FERA welcomes and supports the European
Commission’s proposal to extend the Cinema Communication criteria until 31 December 2012,
but takes the opportunity of the consultation to express concerns about the manner in which the
criteria included into the Cinema Communication are being applied by DG Competition. In short,
the EU Treaty bans State aids. The Maastricht treaty introduced in 1992 a cultural derogation to
the general prohibition of State aids (article 87.3d). The 2001 Cinema Communication has
defined criteria that the Commission has to follows when examining State aids schemes for the
support of cinema defined by Member States. Member States have to notify these schemes to the
Commission before implementing them. The criteria are: one general legality criterion (the
scheme shall not contain clauses contrary to the EC treaty in areas other than State aids, i.e.
freedom of establishment, free movement of goods and freedom to provide services) and four
specific compatibility criteria (attached in the annex of FERA contribution). The Commission has
defined these criteria in 2001 for a limited period of time. The Commission has extended the
validity of the criteria in 2004 and 2007. When the Commission extended it in 2007, it
commissioned a study to assess the territorialisation criterion, which the Commission felt was to
high (schemes can oblige a producer to spend 80% of the support in the country who gives the
support). The main objective of the study was to find out if the territorialisation requirements
hinder co-productions and/or have a negative effect on circulation of films and culture. The study
could not make any conclusion to argue for a reduction of territorialisation. So, the Commission
has no argument to change this criterion. That is one reason why it proposes another extension
until 2012. The other reason is that the current deadline, following the 2007 extension, is 31
December 2009. It means that it would leave to a newly arrived Commission (October 2009) the
decision about a new extension or a revision of the criteria. Film funds and the film profession
usually support the extension, but have concerns about the evolution of the way the Commission
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applies the existing criteria in the case by case bilateral discussions with Member States. The
Commission has imposed a very restrictive interpretation of the cultural criterion and of the
difficult film and low budget criterion of certain countries. This consultation therefore has been
used by FERA to officially express those concerns.
FERA Contribution:
http://www.ferainfo.org/documents/FERAContributionExtensionCinemaCommunication12.12.200
8.pdf

The European Commission authorised €116 million Finnish film support scheme
On 27 November, the EC has approved under EC Treaty state aid rules the new Finnish film
support scheme until 31 December 2013, which covers all of Finland’s film support measures
including film development, production, distribution and exhibition, particularly in rural Finland.
The scheme also supports cultural exports and film festivals. The EC found that the scheme is
compatible with the cultural derogation of the EC Treaty, in line with the Cinema Communication
rules. The aid to cinemas has been approved on economic and social grounds, particularly in
small, remote communities.
EC Press Release:
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/08/1807&format=HTML&aged=0&la
nguage=EN&guiLanguage=fr

The European Commission authorises €212 million German film support scheme
On 11 December, the EC has approved under EC Treaty state aid rules the new German film
support scheme until 31 December 2013, which covers measures such as script writing, film
production, distribution and exhibition. The EC found that the scheme is compatible with the
cultural derogation of the EC Treaty, in line with the Cinema Communication rules.
EC Press Release:
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/08/1940&format=HTML&aged=0&la
nguage=EN&guiLanguage=fr
Cineuropa:
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=88704

The European Commission authorises €104 million Italian film production tax
incentives
On 19 December, the EC has approved under EC Treaty state aid rules the new Italian tax
incentive scheme for film production until 31 December 2010, which introduces tax credits to
support the production of European cultural films and films of special cultural interest, as well as a
tax shelter for European cultural film. The EC press release highlights that in Italy, the
fragmentation of the film sector and the strong presence of the US majors in distribution and
production have combined to create a strong presence of mainly US commercial films with high
budgets. The tax credit and tax shelter are available to companies which are taxable in Italy and
the tax credit is available against all types of taxes.
EC Press Release:
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/08/2037&format=HTML&aged=0&la
nguage=EN&guiLanguage=fr
Cineuropa:
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=88773
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European Cinema

Gomorrah rules European Film Awards
The Italian drama Gommorah dominated the European Film Awards on 6 December, winning five
prizes including best film, best director and best actor. Based on a book by Roberto Saviano, the
film directed by Matteo Garrone also won the Grand Prix at Cannes last year. The next European
Film Awards will take place on 5 December 2009 in Essen, Germany.
All 2008 winners:
http://www.europeanfilmacademy.org/the-european-film-awards/the-winners/
Cineuropa:
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=88320

Swiss films claim 4% market share in 2008
Before the 2008 Swiss box office results are announced, the Federal Office for Culture has
released its estimates for Swiss film in December. In comparison with the record figures of 2006
(market share of over 9%), this year’s 4% almost pales into insignificance. The most surprising
results come from French-speaking Switzerland, where audience figures have risen sharply.
While audience figures in Switzerland remain generally stable (15-16 million since 1995), the
continual increase in new productions (from 351 in 2000 to over 500 in 2008) on Swiss screens
and the growing number of theatres lead to greater competition between films.
Cineuropa:
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=88699

Local films score near-record admissions in Denmark
This year will go down in history for Danish films at the domestic box office, as the best since
1978. In 2008, cinema attendance exceeded the previous second-best record of 4.1 million in
1981. Beginning of December, the Danish Film Institute pointed out that the excellent
performance of Danish films at home is all the more impressive since the media landscape has
radically changed since 1981 and film volume and means of film consumption have drastically
increased. Since the 1990s, film premiere (both domestic and international) have almost doubled,
and films have a much shorter life on screen. Nevertheless, the Danish film policy of increasing
the annual production output to 20-25 films per year seems to have worked, as the market share
for local films has stayed just above 25% since 2001 and could well pass 30% in 2008.
Danish Film Institute Press Release:
http://www.dfi.dk/english/News/danishfilmsboxofficerecord.htm
Cineuropa:
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=88290

Disappointing 2008 year for Spanish film
Spanish film has once again suffered some very poor box office results in 2008. The end-of-the-
year figures remain well below the expectations generated during the first quarter of the year,
when everything pointed to a dramatic upturn. At that time, the market share for domestic film
shot up to 23.7% (compared to 13.5% in 2007), but the situation has unfortunately returned to
normal, with a market share of 14.7% on November 16, 2008. On the positive side, it should be
noted that, unlike in 2007, when only two films exceeded 1 million admissions, this year five titles
achieved this feat. However, for the first time in six years, no film surpassed the 2 million
admissions mark. Of greater concern is audiences’ lack of confidence in Spanish films, besides
the five top titles, which alone account for almost 46% of admissions.
Cineuropa:
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=88563
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Audiovisual Policies in Member States

Advertising is now banned on French public television in prime time
Following the announcement of the French President on 8 January 2008 to scrap advertising on
public television stations (FERA Newsletter #3 January 2008), a draft law has been proposed by
the French government on 22 October. This draft law proposed that the public television will be
financed by the current license fee, a new tax of 0.9% on the turnover of telecom operators and
another new tax of 3% on the turnover of private broadcasters. Advertising is banned between
20.00 and 6.00 as of 5 January and will be phased out by 2011. A second advertising break in
films will be authorized on private TV stations and the President of France Television will be
appointed by the French President. The bill passed the National Assembly on 17 December 2008
and the debate started in Senate on 7 January. As the law was not formally adopted before the 5
January deadline, the measure to ban advertising on prime time has been decided by the
Executive Committee of France Television.
Articles:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/7812747.stm
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2009/jan/06/france-television-advertising
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=88770

International tax credit adopted in France
The French Parliament adopted within the framework of the Finance Law 2009 a tax credit plan
for foreign producers shooting in France. The attractiveness of the country’s sets and locations
was previously offset by the absence of a tax incentive system like those in force in numerous
other European countries (Ireland, UK, Belgium, Holland, Luxembourg, Germany, Hungary and
Spanish regions). This tax incentive of 20% on expenses made on the local territory – similar to
the film tax credit created in 2004 for French producers - will benefit executive producers based
in France who are working on the production of foreign (narrative and animated) works that are
not eligible for financial support from the National Film Centre (CNC). These producers will obtain
a 20% reduction on corporate income tax for their production expenses (minimum €1 million of
expenditure and five days of filming). The films in question should, nevertheless, “include in their
dramatic content, elements related to French culture, heritage and territory” and the tax credit will
have an upper limit of €4 million.
Cineuropa:
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=88714

Film Law changes approved by Council of Ministers in Spain
On 12 December, the Spanish Council of Ministers approved the Royal Decree that has
developed aspects of the Film Law related to film funding, the qualification of cinematic and
audiovisual works, their nationality, the administrative registration of film and audiovisual
companies, the running of movie theatres, co-productions with foreign companies and qualified
bodies with consultative powers in specific matters. The changes introduced include the
simplification of various state procedures that companies have to go through, such as obtaining
the nationality and qualification of the film and the distribution certificate. Moreover, there will be
an attempt to encourage co-productions with other countries through a greater flexibility of
requirements. Other aspects set to undergo changes are the general regulation of funding for the
film sector, the preservation of film heritage and the fight against piracy. The rather controversial
law – approved almost a year ago – has been described by government vice-president María
Teresa Fernández de la Vega as a "pat on the back for the sector".
Cineuropa:
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=88561
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A report delineates overhaul of film policy in Sweden
In a report commissioned by the Swedish Film Producers Association and a regional film fund,
the UK consultancy company Olsberg/SPI made ten recommendations, including a change of
name for the Swedish Film Institute (SFI) and a new film law. The aim of the report was to lay the
groundwork for discussions as the Swedish Film Agreement between the State and the film
industry comes to an end in 2010. Some of the key recommendations made by Olsberg/SPI:
Replace the voluntary Film Agreement with a new film law; Create Screen Sweden, a re-branded
Swedish Film Institute, and reinforce its strategic role; Replace the current cinema levy with a new
system that secures similar funding from all distribution formats, including online; Replace the
existing Public Related box office support with an automatic support for commercial films based
on filmmakers' success; Direct an enhanced level of Screen Sweden selective funding into those
challenging films that might not otherwise secure automatic support; Combat piracy and illegal
downloading through a bolder series of enforced measures; Address Scandinavian major Svensk
Filmindustri’s screen monopoly.
Cineuropa:
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=88311

A report recommends higher tax incentive in Ireland
A report published by the Irish Film Board (IFB) in September has recommended a major change
to the current tax incentive for film – Section 481 – that runs until 2012. The report proposes that
the tax incentive be increased, which can be done by increasing the investor write-off from 80 to
100%. The report was prepared by the IFB in response to a request from Minister for Arts, Sport
and Tourism Martin Cullen. If implemented, the change could well make Ireland a desirable
location for international projects. Currently, Ireland fails to attract large US studio films, as it used
to in its heyday.
Cineuropa:
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=88114

MEDIA Programme

Where to be trained in Europe, 2009 Edition
The Media Programme has updated its guide on training initiatives for professionals in the
European audiovisual industry. The main schemes of the guide include development and
production skills (for features, documentary and animation films), scriptwriting skills and
distribution, as well as marketing, exhibition, new technologies and training for trainers.
To consult the guide:
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/media/training/guide/docs/guide2009.pdf
Cineuropa:
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=88082

Application of the “Television Without Frontiers” Directive

European Commission takes stock of the implementation of the Audiovisual Media
Services Directive in Member States
On 18 December 2008, just one year after the entry into force of the new EU directive, Member
States have made little progress in adapting national rules according to the European
Commission who published a state of play in all 27 Member States. Half-way through the two
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year window given to Member States to put new EU rules on TV and TV-like services like video
on demand and mobile video, only Romania has already fully implemented the Audiovisual Media
Services Directive in national law. Progress is slow in many Member States: some governments
have not yet held public consultations on how the EU rules will work in their country (Denmark,
Germany, Italy, Slovenia, Slovakia and Spain). In some Member States, drafts of the new rules
are ready for parliamentary procedures in early 2009 (Belgium, Czech Republic, Finland, Ireland,
Latvia, the Netherlands and Portugal). Luxembourg has stated it has already implemented some
of the new rules, notably those concerning advertising. Austria will follow in January. In France,
the draft bill could be adopted by both chambers of the French Parliament in early 2009.
EC Press Release:
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/08/2032&format=HTML&aged=0&la
nguage=EN&guiLanguage=fr

Study on Articles 3i, 4 and 5 of the Audiovisual Media Services Directive
Attentional, the company leading a consortium of consultancies, has been completing a study for
the European Commission on Articles 3i, 4 and 5 of the Audiovisual Media Services Directive.
The objective of the study is to complement the previous study on Articles 4 and 5 of the
Television Without Frontiers Directive; to give a snapshot overview of the situation as regards
promotion of European works and independent productions both for linear and non-linear
audiovisual media services and to provide the Commission with the elements required for
monitoring the impact of measures for the promotion and distribution of European audiovisual
works, in particular in the area of on-demand services. As part of this study a workshop was held
in Brussels on Tuesday 18 November 2008. At the workshop the consultants presented the
findings and conclusions of the study, as contained in the draft final report, for discussion with
representatives of the Member States, industry representatives and stakeholders in general.
Preliminary Final Report and Material for the Workshop:
http://ec.europa.eu/avpolicy/info_centre/library/studies/workshop_2008/index_en.htm

EC takes court action to prevent excessive spot-advertising on Spanish TV
On 27 November 2008, the European Commission decided to bring Spain before the European
Court of Justice for failing to comply with the rules on advertising in the EU's "Television without
Frontiers" Directive. This is the final stage of an infringement procedure started in July 2007. The
main publicly funded and the commercial TV channels in Spain regularly fail to limit advertising
and teleshopping spots to 12 minutes per hour, often by several minutes. While recognising the
need to finance commercial programmes with advertising, the "12-minute-rule" was set up by the
EU so that viewers would be protected from excessive spot-advertising on TV. The European
Parliament and the Council of Ministers confirmed the "12-minute-rule" during the recent
modernisation of the Directive.
EC Press Release:
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/08/1801&format=HTML&aged=0&la
nguage=EN&guiLanguage=fr

Copyright

FERA Contribution to the EC Green Paper on Copyright in the Knowledge
Economy
FERA sent its contribution to the EC public consultation on Copyright in the Knowledge Economy
on November 2008. The Green Paper looks at the scope of the exceptions to copyright provided
by the 2001 Directive on Copyright in the Information Society (FERA Newsletter #8 October
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2008). In its contribution, FERA disagrees that there is any current need for a revision of the 2001
Directive on Copyright in the Information Society. FERA finds the language of the Green Paper
divisive and dismissive of the original intention of Copyright law, which is to protect and foster
creativity. In particular, the Green Paper proposes to make some of the exceptions to copyright
law compulsory and/or add a new exception to an already comprehensive list. FERA recalls that it
is important that authors have strong UE legislation in place to support them in the increasingly
difficult task of exercising their rights.

File sharing law in the making in Sweden
The Swedish Parliament is on the verge of ratifying a much-awaited new law against file sharing
over the Internet, to break the country’s image as a “safe harbour for pirates” and to protect rights
owners’ earning potential. Sweden is one of the world’s most developed countries in broadband
connection (71% of households) as well as one the most exposed to piracy. Around 81 million
illicit downloads take place in the Nordic countries each year, of which 47 million in Sweden.
Under the new law, set to come into force next April if approved by Parliament, copyright holders
could get a court order requesting Internet Service Providers (IPS) to provide IP addresses if they
suspect Internet users of illegal file sharing. This would allow them to contact those users and
start legal proceedings to ask for financial compensation. The law was welcomed by the local film
industry as a step in the right direction, although it was criticised for its shortcomings.
Cineuropa:
http://www.cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=88702

The UK Intellectual property Office launches a consultation on the future direction
of copyright
According to David Lammy, Minister for Higher Education and Intellectual Property, the aim of the
consultation is to ensure that the copyright system properly supports creativity, promotes
investment and jobs while also inspiring the confidence of businesses and of users. An “Issues
Paper” has been published to help start the debate. The document identifies areas for
discussions, which include: Access to works, by ensuring that the current system is not too
complex, particularly in relation to the licensing of rights, rights clearance and copyright
exceptions and that the legal enforcement framework is fit for the digital age; To give incentives
for investment and creativity, by ensuring that the current system provides the right incentives to
sustain investment and support creativity and that those who gain value from content are paying
for it; The recognition of creative input, by achieving the right balance between certainty/security
and the rights of creators and creative artists; Authenticating and protecting works, by seeing if
there is a case for differentiation between the rights of creative artists and other rights holders.
The initial period of consultation runs until February 2009, with the intention to conclude in
summer 2009.
UK Intellectual Property Office Website, which includes the Issues Paper:
http://www.ipo.gov.uk/pro-types/pro-copy/c-policy/c-policy-consultation.htm

Infringement proceedings against the Czech Republic and Hungary on monopoly
of collecting societies’ activities
The European Commission sent reasoned opinions to the Czech Republic and Hungary on the
grounds of obstacles to the freedom of establishment and to the freedom to provide services as a
result of the monopolies granted to national rights management societies. Czech and Hungarian
laws provide that a single collecting society may be authorised to operate in their respective
countries for each type of right and work. According to the Commission, this monopoly granted to
national societies bans collecting societies set up in other Member States from undertaking any
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form of activity and denies them the freedom of establishment and the freedom to provide
services.
EC Press Release:
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/08/1786&format=HTML&aged=0&la
nguage=EN&guiLanguage=fr

Culture

European Year of Creativity and Innovation 2009
The Czech Presidency of the EU and European Commission officially launched the European
Year of Creativity and Innovation 2009 on 7 January with the slogan “Imagine. Create. Innovate”.
The aim of the Year is to promote creative and innovative approaches in different sectors of
human activity and help equip the European Union for the challenges ahead in a globalised world.
As for the 2008 Year of Intercultural Dialogue, ambassadors of the Year have been appointed,
among them the Romanian film director Radu Mihaileanu, former ambassador of the 2008 Year
of Intercultural Dialogue.
Website dedicated to the Year:
http://www.create2009.europa.eu/
EC Press Release:
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/3&format=HTML&aged=0&langu
age=EN&guiLanguage=fr

Plenary meeting of the Cultural and Creative Industries Platform on 11 December
2008
The Culture Platform for Cultural and Creative Industries held a plenary meeting on 11 December
after 3 months of activities of the 5 working groups set up in September: 1) Regulatory
environment; 2) SMEs (Small and Mid-size Enterprises); 3) International dimension and
cooperation; 4) Circulation of works and artists; 5) Interface between Creation and Industry. On
behalf of FERA, Cécile Despringre participated in 4 out of the 5 working groups (FERA Newsletter
#8 October 2008). The draft reports of the 5 working groups were presented to the participants
who exchanged their views on similarities and specificities of the different issues at stake. In
phase 2, the draft recommendations will be revised and finalized in order to be gathered in a joint
document, which will be presented in a Cultural Forum in September 2009 in Brussels.

European Union External Relations

Asia – Europe Meeting (ASEM) on Cultural Diversity on 15-16 December 2008 in
Hanoi, Vietnam
The European Commission and Vietnamese authorities jointly organised an Asia-Europe Meeting
(ASEM) seminar on the theme "Preserving and promoting the diversity of cultural expressions:
sharing Asian and European experiences" on 15-16 December 2008 in Hanoi. The seminar
aimed at exchanging experiences and points of view on questions related to the diversity of
cultural expressions, including the ratification and implementation of the 2005 UNESCO
Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions. It was
meant to be an open platform for discussions between officials, decision-makers as well as
representatives of civil society active in the field of culture, from both Europe and Asia. The
European Coalitions for Cultural Diversity were represented by Claude Michel of the French
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Coalition and Christine Merkel of the German Coalition. Claude Michel’s report is available on
request (in French).
EC Website:
http://ec.europa.eu/culture/news/news1759_en.htm

News from the Members

Minimum Terms and Tax Exemption for Directors in Ireland
The SDGI presented a ‘Minimum Terms’ document at its latest AGM on 24th November. The draft
document describes a basic set of terms that every director should be entitled to. The final
document will be presented by the SDGI to RTE (Irish public broadcaster) and Screen Producers
Ireland with the intention of having them accepted nationwide. In addition, the SDGI met with the
Department of Arts, Sport & Tourism (DAST) in 2008 in regards of the tax exemption. The DAST
are in agreement that directors should be eligible to apply for artists tax exemption and made a
proposal to the Department of Finance in support of this position for the budget. The SDGI will
now be working on producing a document for DAST outlining a sound financial argument,
showing the minor impact that allowing such an exemption would have on the Exchequer.
www.sdgi.ie

New Website for Directors UK
Directors UK, formerly DPRS, was launched in June 2008 as the single voice of British film and
television directors. It is now both a collecting society and campaigning body with over 3,500
members. It is chaired by Paul Greengrass and Suzan Dormer is the Chief Executive. The Board
members and much information on Directors UK are now available on a new website.
http://www.directors.uk.com/

Forthcoming Events

Fifth Meeting of the Content Online Platform on Cultural Diversity on 21st January
2009 in Brussels
In the presence of Viviane Reding, Commissioner for Information Society and Media, the Content
Online Platform will hold its fifth and last meeting on 21 January in the afternoon and discuss
Cultural Diversity Online (Protection of Minors will be discussed in the morning). Two main
aspects will be addressed: To what extend should the promotion of cultural diversity online be
seen as a public policy objective? Can profitability rhyme with Cultural Diversity? The Content
Online Platform is an initiative of Viviane Reding following the Creative Content Online
Communication of January 2008. The participants are businesses and national experts selected
by the European Commission. Christian Carion, French film director, will participate to this
meeting.

Meeting on the draft Protocol on Cultural Cooperation attached to the EU-Korea
Free Trade Agreement on 26 January 2009
DG Trade of the European Commission will present to European professional organisations and
stakeholders the Protocol on Cultural Cooperation in EU’s negociations of a Free Trade
Agreement with Korea, in particular the Commission’s proposal to grant on a reciprocal basis
European-Korean audiovisual co-productions the qualification of European and Korean works in
their respective quotas (in the EU, a majority proportion of European works must be broadcasted
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on European TVs according to the “Television Without Frontiers” directive). On the basis of the
Economic Partnership Agreement between the EU and the Caribbean countries (Cariforum)
signed on December 19, 2007, with a protocol on cultural cooperation, the European Commission
is willing to incorporate a similar protocol in the free trade agreements currently under
negotiations (African and Pacific countries; Euromed countries such a Morocco, Tunisia, Egypt,
Israel; India; Korea; Central America countries; Andean Community countries; South East Asian
countries). On 19 February 2008, FERA and European Coalitions for Cultural Diversity expressed
concerns about the lack of prior consideration of the particular characteristics of the cultural and
audiovisual sectors of the concerned countries and of the impact of the proposed measures
(FERA Newsletter #4 February 2008). at the 26 January’s meeting, the discussion will focus on
the criteria which should be listed in the Protocol in order to prevent that such a measure giving
access to European quotas does not endanger the European audiovisual industry, in particular
animation, and does not destabilize the circulation of European works, which is the core objective
of the broadcasting quotas.


